NEHEMIAH

standandspeak.org

Covington Theological Seminary

Bi-383 Nehemiah

4/5/10

Nehemiah 10

“Reaping from Revival”

Beginning in chapter 8 and running through chapter 11, Nehemiah records a revival that occurred among the people of God in Jerusalem following the completion of the walls.

G. Campbell Morgan describes chapters 8 – 10 by saying, “In light of the Law, as it was expounded on the day of convocation, and in the power of the approach to God on the day of humiliation, the people entered into covenant on the day of dedication.”

The revival itself was sparked by the public reading of the Law in chapter 8. The products and fruits of that revival were evidenced in the prayer of confession (9), and the signing and sealing of the covenant in chapter 10.

The tenth chapter records the fulfillment of the last verse of chapter 9: “And because of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it; and our princes, Levites, and priests, seal unto it.”

The covenant itself was written, signed, and sealed, as a public display of its binding and serious nature. At the heart of the covenant, however, was much more than just a ceremony. The hearts of God’s people had been stirred by a visitation from Him, and the results of that visitation led the people to renew their commitments to God.

Nehemiah had spoken of the covenant-keeping nature of God in his prayer from chapter one (1:5). In chapter 10, the God of covenant promise was honored by His covenant people.

The covenant related and signed in this chapter points to the deeper work that occurs when God’s people are revived. Notice what was reaped from this revival, and what we stand to gain from a similar revival in our own day. First of all:

I. THIS REVIVAL PROMOTED SOLIDARITY

One of the first results of this revival was that it served to unify God’s people. Their solidarity is revealed in the opening words of verses 28 and 29, “And the rest of the people…They clave to their brethren…”

The exiled had dispersed, divided, and diminished the Jewish people. Now, back in Jerusalem, their temple rebuilt, and their Bibles open, the people of God were once again united.

In our day the Church is fractured, and for some it seems their factions are more important than the faith. As Vance Havner put, “Every shrimp has a puddle.” We are spread out, and our division is nothing to boast about.

A real, heaven-sent revival would tear down ecclesiastical divides, and would unify the true church of the Lord Jesus in a way that would speak loudly to a lost world.

Notice a couple of things with regard to this solidarity. First of all, notice:


A. Where it initiates

Chapter 10 opens with the names of those who signed this covenant document. Nehemiah led the way (as he had in the rebuilding), and he was followed by priests (8), Levites (9), and “the chief of the people” (14). 

As usual, leadership is critical to discipleship. The people will follow the example their leaders set for them. Nehemiah, and the others God had entrusted with positions of influence united together and the rest of the people followed suit.

“Nehemiah, who was the governor, signed first, to show his forwardness in this work and to set others a good example…Those that are above others in dignity and power should go before them in the way of God.”
 – Matthew Henry

When there are power struggles and personal agendas among our leadership, we should not be surprised when those sins spread throughout the whole of the body. However, when revival comes, the only agenda that matters will be the Lord’s, and His people will be solidly and unilaterally behind it.

In reference to the solidarity that was promoted by this revival, notice not only where it initiated, but notice also further:


B. Who it includes

Unity and solidarity may begin with the leaders, but it must include the whole of the people. In chapter ten, we find that this covenant was universally supported among the people of God in Jerusalem.

Nehemiah records in verse 28, “And the rest of the people, the priests, the Levites, the porters, the singers, the Nethinims, and all they that had separated themselves from the people of the lands unto the law of God, their wives, their sons, and their daughters, every one having knowledge, and having understanding.”

Everyone, male and female, young and old; all who were able to understand were united in their willingness to agree to this covenant. Gender and generational divides melted away when the people were revived by the Word of God and the Spirit of God.

As the church in our day fights within in ranks, and disputes among itself, what we need is not more programs or modern methods. We need a revival. If God were to stir among His people again today it would almost instantly unify and solidify His body.

The fruit of this revival was not only that it promoted solidarity, but notice also further that:

II. THIS REVIVAL PRODUCED SANCTIFICATION

The books of II Kings and II Chronicles reveal the degraded spiritual condition of God’s people just before the exile. Likewise, the writings of Jeremiah, and other Old Testament Prophets reveal that sin was rampant among Israel and Judah before the captivity.

A century or so later, as Nehemiah and his contemporaries sign their name to this document, it is clear that something has happened, and the hearts of God’s people have once again been turned toward His Word and His Law.

What you find in this covenant is a recommitment to the separation and sanctification God had commanded for His people. Notice some things about this sanctification produced by the revival. First of all, notice:


B. How specific it was

This was not a generic, “We will do better” sort of commitment. The document was drawn up with specific commitments that applied to the lives of the people. The commitment begins in verse 29, where the people commit, “…to walk in God's law, which was given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the commandments of the LORD our Lord, and his judgments and his statutes.” There was commitment to abide by the Law which God had given to His people. 

This commitment was specified in a couple of different areas. The first was with regard to marriages. Verse 30 says, “…we would not give our daughters unto the people of the land, nor take their daughters for our sons.” This was in accordance with God’s commands to His people. The reason for this was to maintain the purity of His people, and to protect them from the idolatry of the surrounding nations, something that had always troubled them.

The second specific commitment in this covenant of sanctification involved the honoring and keeping of the Sabbath principle. Verse 31 says, “And if the people of the land bring ware or any victuals on the sabbath day to sell, that we would not buy it of them on the sabbath, or on the holy day…” This commitment required an adjustment in the economy in order to adhere to the Word of God. Too often, economics override ethics, and people will abandon their faith for their finances. Genuine sanctification, on the other hand, will always put godliness before gain.

The people also committed in verse 31, to keep the seventh year as a year for the forgiving of debts. This too would have had economic repercussions, but they were overruled by a desire to obey God’s Word.

Notice that this sanctification produced by the revival in Nehemiah 8 was not only specific, but notice also:


B. How serious it was

Verse 29 says, “They clave to their brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curse, and into an oath…” Nehemiah records that the people entered into a curse and an oath. Nehemiah does not record for us the exact nature of this “curse”, but the idea is that the people accepted some kind of punishment or calamity upon them if they failed to keep their commitment to God.

It is obvious, therefore, that these people took very serious their new commitment and separation to the things of God. From them we can be reminded that sanctification and separation are no trivial matters.

In our day of practical antinomianism, we should be mindful that while we are not bound by the same Law as the Old Testaments saints, we do belong to the same Lord. He is still a holy God, and we should be deathly serious about our conduct and the sanctity that should mark how we live. We do not want to become legalistic, but we do want to become holy.

Warren Weirsbe describes the balance a believer must seek to find with regard to the issue of separation and sanctification. He says, “Only the Holy Spirit can give us the kind of balance we need to live a godly life in this ungodly world. The legalist wants to live by rules, but that style of life only keeps you immature and dependant on your spiritual leaders. The only way to grow in a balanced life is to give yourself totally to God and follow Him by faith.”

All the preaching on sanctification can never do what a genuine move of the Spirit can. Such was the case in Nehemiah’s day, as a revival stirred the people toward godliness.

The revival in Nehemiah’s day came to fruition in the covenant signed and sealed in chapter 10. More significant than the covenant was the fact that this revival promoted solidarity, produced sanctification, and notice also lastly that:

III. THIS REVIVAL PROVIDED SUPPORT

One of the surest signs that a genuine revival had occurred was that it raised the commitment to support the work of God financially. When people’s wallets get revived, it is a good indication that their hearts have as well.

In our day churches are closing their doors, missionaries are coming home from the field, and denominations are scrambling to stretch fewer and fewer dollars further and further.

Though some would point to an economic downturn as the reason for this, the real problem has less to do with the stock market, and more to do with spiritual apathy. If a heaven sent revival were to come to us today, questions of money would be eliminated as God’s people prioritized their budgets with His kingdom in mind.

This covenant provided support for God’s House and His work. Notice the people agreed to support the work, because:


A. It was a matter of provision

Verse 32 says, “Also we made ordinances for us, to charge ourselves yearly with the third part of a shekel for the service of the house of our God.” It appears that this new “ordinance” was not related to an existing Mosaic Law, but was simply a matter of making sure the work of the temple was adequately supported.

Verse 34 says, “And we cast the lots among the priests, the Levites, and the people, for the wood offering, to bring it into the house of our God, after the houses of our fathers, at times appointed year by year, to burn upon the altar of the LORD our God, as it is written in the law.” Apparently the people cast lots to divide up the provision of wood for the altar. By doing this, they insured that the supply for the burnt offerings would not run out.

In the remaining verses, the people commit to bring the required tithes and offerings into the temple, as they had been commanded to do. The whole point of this renewed covenant of support is summed up at the close of verse 39: “…we will not forsake the house of our God.”

The people committed to provide all that was needed for the temple and its worship. They supported it in order to supply it. They saw the necessity of keeping the work going.

Could it be that more people today need to see the link between support and supply? Many churches have not because they collect not.

This revived support was not only a matter of provision, but the language of this covenant indicates also that:


B. It was a matter of participation

In verse 34, the people were committing to bring the wood into “the house of our God”. They saw the temple as a place where they could participate in the worship of their God.

For these Old Testament saints, giving was as much a privilege as it was a duty. They saw support for the house of God as a service to the house of God.

Revival will change the way we view giving. No longer will tight-fisted members give marginally and miserly. Revival will transform giving into service and worship (as it should be), and people will support God’s work as a means of participating in it.

The story is told of a man who stood at the grave of John Wesley. As he studied that monument, his mind went back to the work God had done through Wesley, how his preaching had converted thousands, and his church had been an influence upon the entire land. As he stood there, the man began to pray, “Do it again, Lord, do it again.”

As we read through these chapters of revival and resurgence among God’s people in the post-exile Jerusalem, we recognize that their best intentions and strongest covenants were not the ultimate answer to Israel’s need. The coming of Jesus and the advent of His kingdom is the only hope for God’s people to ever live in an unbroken commitment to Him. Nevertheless, the hunger and spirit that led to the writing and signing of this covenant is something we still need in our day.

We need a revival of God’s Word and God’s Spirit that will once again promote solidarity among us, produce sanctification within us, and provide support for the kingdom of Christ from us.
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