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I & II Chronicles

Much like the books of Samuel and Kings, I and II Chronicles were originally one book. In Hebrew it was called Dibré Hayyámim, the “Events of the Days”. It appears that this record was written just shortly after the exile in Babylon.

Together, I & II Chronicles form a review of the events of Israel’s history. They are reminders of the places to which God had brought His people, as well as the process through which God had brought His people.

“…the two book of the “Chronicles” lie before us; and we may well be grateful that they do. Our Bible would certainly be the poorer without them. In one quick span, from Adam to Nehemiah, they give us the main genealogies of the Israelite nation, and the main events of the Davidic kingdom down to the time of the Babylonian exile.”

-J. Sidlow Baxter

The books of the Chronicles contain much that is repetitive, but even in the repetition there is a freshness. The stories of David and Solomon are retold, but with a different perspective and focus. Some things are omitted in these records (such as David’s affair with Bathsheba and his family troubles), and other things are added (such as David’s preparations for the Temple).

The reason for the different feel in the Chronicles accounts is due to the fact that the author had a very different aim and purpose in recording Israel’s history. The author of the Chronicles wanted to point Israel to her religious history as much as to her political history.

“…we clearly see that the chronicler had in view…the Levitic worship…and mainly the attitude of the people and their princes to the Lord and to His Law; and that it is from this point of view that he has regarded and written the history of his people before the exile.”

-Keil & Delitzsch

With this distinction in mind, we note two things regarding the Chronicles. First of all:

I. WHAT IS RECORDED IN THE CHRONICLES

Some might neglect the Chronicles, assuming that it is just a recap of what has been recorded already in Samuel and the Kings. To do so would be a mistake. First of all, because the books of the Chronicles are part of the inspired canon, and secondly, because they record much more than what is found in the historical books that precede them.

They record:


A. The people’s heritage

Many people skip over the Chronicles because of the lengthy genealogies that take up the first nine chapters of I Chronicles. While these lists are understandably tedious, they are anything but insignificant. Studied closely, these family trees outline the lineage and heritage of God’s chosen people. From Adam to the sons of Noah, from Shem to Abraham, and from Jacob down to the final king of Judah, Zedekiah, the story is not just people, but God’s chosen people!

The returning exiles could read these lists and trace themselves back to Abraham. They could also read these lists and look forward to the Messiah who would come from the preserved Davidic line.

The Chronicles record not only the people’s heritage, but also:


B. The people’s history

After the family tree is clearly drawn out, beginning in chapter 10, the chronicler begins to recount Israel’s history under King David. The remainder of I Chronicles is taken up with the story of David’s rule. 

The first nine chapters of II Chronicles are spent on the forty year reign of Solomon. Then chapters 10-36 record the ugly and tragic history of Judah up to the exile.

Those returning from Babylon to Jerusalem could read with a fresh perspective the story of how Israel had fallen from a mighty kingdom into a subservient and small remnant. Though much of the latter part of that record would have been painful, it was also instructive and challenging. Israel’s history was a lesson to be learned, just as is the case with all of history.

The Chronicles record not only the people’s heritage and history, but also:


C. The people’s hope

The closing verses of II Chronicles are possibly the most important in both of the books. There we find this record: “Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the kingdoms of the earth hath the LORD God of heaven given me; and he hath charged me to build him an house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his people? The LORD his God be with him, and let him go up (II Chronicles 36:22-23).”

The books of the Chronicles end with the exiled people of God going home! Though Judah appeared to be ruined and all but removed from the face of the earth, the book of II Chronicles records the sovereign ordering of God in bringing back the remnant of His people to build His house again!

Though it may be dim at times, the hope of God’s people is never fully diminished. As long as the God’s promises are sure, His people have an unquenchable hope!

In surveying the books of the Chronicles, we note not only what is recorded in the Chronicles, but also secondly:

II. WHAT IS REVEALED IN THE CHRONICLES

The uniqueness of the record in the Chronicles brings to light an important message. Those who read the Chronicles in comparison with Samuel and the Kings will find that a unique and distinct revelation emerges.

Two things are revealed in the Chronicles. First of all, in these books we are pointed to:


A. God’s focus in Israel

While much of the preceding historical books have focused on people, the narrative of Chronicles is centered on a place – specifically, the temple of God. Commentators unanimously agree with the obvious prominence that is given to the temple in Chronicles.

J. Sidlow Baxter quotes Dr. A.T. Pierson, saying, “While much contained in the Books of Kings is repeated or restated in the Chronicles, much is omitted because [it is] foreign to the author’s purpose. But whatever bears on the temple, its preservation and restoration, the purity of its worship, the regularity and orderliness of its services; whatever makes idolatrous rites or relics hateful, or lifts God to his true throne in the hearts of the people, is here emphasized.”

This emphasis on the temple and the events surrounding it indicate a clear message to Israel. Those post exile Jews who returned to Israel to rebuild the temple, would be reminded in the Chronicles of the centrality and priority of worshipping Jehovah God!

God’s focus in Israel was not their national prosperity, political influence, or racial supremacy. His focus in Israel, as in all things at all times, was His glory! That which concerned Him the most with His people was that they worshipped Him and Him alone.

What is revealed in the Chronicles is not only God’s focus in Israel, but also:


B. God’s faithfulness to Israel

Especially in the latter part of II Chronicles, Israel idolatrous and rebellious record is fully detailed again. The book of II Chronicles is a tragic book, much like that of II Kings, because it records the sin and subsequent suffering of God’s people.

However, II Chronicles also records the fact that God did not forsake His elect people. His harsh judgments upon them were not for the purpose of severing His relationship and covenant with them. Though His chosen people were disciplined, they were not disowned.

“This book of 2 Chronicles, this story of God’s people, warns us against the dishonest and shallow hopes that are so popular in our day. God is holy. Do not be deceived. Sin is terrible. And God’s judgment is certain. Yet this book of 2 Chronicles also warns us against the hopelessness that entraps so many in our day. God is good.”

-Mark Dever

When you leave the book of II Chronicles, Israel is just a shadow of what she once was. There is no king on the throne, their glorious city is in ruins, and they are under the rule of a foreign government. Nevertheless, Jehovah God is still leading His chosen people toward the most important point in their sordid history. “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son (Gal. 4:4)…”
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