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Daniel

While Ezekiel was ministering to the exiles by the river Chebar, Daniel was serving in the royal palace of Nebuchadnezzar. Taken captive when he was very young, his royal lineage afforded him the opportunity to be brought up with the finest education and privilege that Babylon could afford.

“Daniel lived right through the period of the seventy years’ servitude…Thus Daniel links the pre-Exile and post-Exile periods together.”

Both the man and his book stand out from their prophetic counterparts. Daniel’s prophecy includes noticeably more historic narrative than does most of the prophetic literature. Also, Daniel’s prophecy includes more information pertaining to the Gentile world than does the majority of biblical prophecies. This uniqueness may be the reason why Daniel was included among the Writings, and not the Prophets in the Hebrew canon.

As to its purpose, the Book of Daniel was written to once again depict the overruling sovereignty of God. In Daniel, that sovereignty is seen overruling the affairs of human history. The key verse of the book could be taken from King Nebuchadnezzar’s words in chapter 4: “…that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will…”

“[Daniel] was also written to outline graphically the prophetic period known as ‘the times of the Gentiles’ (Luke 21:24). The Book of Daniel marks the course of Gentile history through that extended period in which Israel was and is being disciplined by Gentiles.”

-J. Dwight Pentecost

In precise and vivid detail, Daniel prophesied the future of the world’s major kingdoms, and the eventual consummation of all global power under the Messiah. It is the accuracy with which Daniel foretells things that have since become historical fact that has caused critics to attack the book as being fraudulent.

The higher critics have tried to date the book of Daniel much later than its claim, in an effort to strip it of its inspired and miraculous predictions. These criticisms have all been answered, and will not be the subject of this survey.

“The modernist case against this Book of Daniel has been a badly built vessel beating itself to pieces on the rocks of stubborn fact. We can leave the floating wreckage to tell its own ironic tale.”

-J. Sidlow Baxter

Accepting our Lord’s affirmation of the things “spoken of by Daniel the prophet (Matthew 24:15)”, and therefore taking this book for what it is, the inspired Word of God, we observe a couple of things regarding this great prophetic text. First of all, we note:

I. THE HISTORIC RECORD OF DANIEL

The Book of Daniel is not too difficult to divide. It falls clearly into two equal divisions. The first division, consisting of chapters 1-6, deals with historic accounts of Daniel and some of his counterparts in the successive kingdoms of Babylon and Persia.

In these historic records, we find first of all:


A. A story of devotion

In the opening chapter of the book, we are told of how a number of the children of Israel, of royal lineage, were brought to the king’s palace for the purpose of assimilating them into the Babylonian culture. This was a common practice in that day, and it served to elevate the status of the king, and to put down uprisings among the descendents of captive nations.

Verse 6 says, “Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.”  Their original names (which all carried connections to Jehovah) were changed to Babylonian names that carried references to the deities of that culture. 

Daniel (God is my Judge) was changed to Belteshazzar, which means “The treasure of Bel.”

Hananiah (The grace of the Lord) was changed to Shadrach, which means “The inspiration of the sun.”

Mishael (He who comes from God) was changed to Meshach, which means “He who belongs to the goddess Sheshach.”

Azariah (The Lord is a help) was changed to Abed-nego, which means “The servant of Nego.”

In a strange land, surrounded and bombarded by a strange and pagan culture, these four young men proved their unswerving devotion to the one, true God. This devotion is seen in their refusal to eat of the kings provisions in chapter 1, as well as their refusal to bow down to the king’s golden image in chapter 3.

It is seen again in the later life of Daniel (6), when he continued to pray in spite of the danger in which it placed him. Again and again, the godly figures in Daniel point us to an unswerving devotion to God.

“Our captivity is going to be ended. But at the moment we are exiles away from home, in a foreign land and if we can all set our hearts as Daniel did and regulate our lives accordingly, -ah! What Christians we would be!”

In the historic record of Daniel, we find not only a story of devotion, but also:


B. A story of divulging

One of the things that elevated Daniel within the kingdoms under which he served was his God-given ability to discern and divulge that which was otherwise mysterious and unknown.

The first example of this is in chapter 2, where we read, “And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him.”

Not only could Nebuchadnezzar not interpret these troublesome dreams, but he could not recall them either. In verse 5, the king says to all his wisest men and seers, “The thing is gone from me: if ye will not make known unto me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye shall be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill.”

Prayerfully, Daniel and his companions seek God’s help in interpreting the dream (2:18), and we read in verse 19, “Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.”

Subsequently, Daniel stands before the king and says, “Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, The secret which the king hath demanded cannot the wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, the soothsayers, shew unto the king; But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Thy dream, and the visions of thy head upon thy bed, are these:”

Daniel relays the king’s dream of the colossal figure, made of a combination of materials. Then he interprets the dream as it relates to the kingdoms that would arise following Nebuchadnezzar (Media-Persia, Greece, Rome).

Without examining in it detail, the vision and the interpretation have since proven to be remarkably accurate. Through His servant Daniel, God divulged the future to a pagan king.

This same type of divine divulging is seen again in chapter 4. There, the king’s dream involves a fallen tree, and again, Daniel is given the interpretation. In this case, the dream spoke directly to Nebuchadnezzar, and predicted his mental breakdown, humbling, and eventual return to the throne. Again, the interpretation comes true, just as God declared through Daniel.

Again, in chapter 5, this time under King Belshazzar, Daniel is summoned to interpret the mysterious handwriting on the wall. Again, Daniel is used by God to divulge the imminent fall of Babylon.

The historic record of Daniel is not only a story of devotion, and divulging, but it is also:


C. A story of deliverance

Returning to the opening chapter of Daniel, the protecting hand of God is seen in the record of the young captives. Refusing to eat of the king’s provisions, the young men request a sparse diet (1:12) that miraculously nourishes them beyond that of all their counterparts.

Then, famously in the fiery furnace, the Son of God appears with His servants and shields them from the flames. When they came out of the furnace, their clothes were in tact, their hair was not singed, and they didn’t even smell like smoke. God preserved them by His grace and for His glory!

Again, in the familiar 6th chapter, Daniel is allowed to rest peacefully in a den of hungry lions, their mouths having been closed by their Creator’s angel. The deliverance of the Lord is repeatedly portrayed.

After Daniel’s preservation in the lion’s den, King Darius writes about Daniel’s God and says, “He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power of the lions (6:27).”

The Book of Daniel is intriguing because of its magnificent prophecies, but it is also inspiring because of the record it gives of the faithfulness of God to those who serve Him in the midst of a combative and carnal culture.

So much for the historic record of Daniel; now notice secondly:

II. THE PROPHETIC REVELATIONS OF DANIEL

While the first 6 chapters of Daniel are primarily historic narratives, chapters 7-12 are mostly prophetic utterances and apocalyptic visions. The stories of the first half of the book have brought wonder to many a child’s Sunday school class, while the prophecies of the second half of the book have brought equally as much wonder to the scholars and prophecy buffs.

It is interesting to note that from 2:4 to the end of chapter 7, the book of Daniel is written in Aramaic, as opposed to Hebrew. Several theories have been put forth as to why this is the case. One thing the use of Aramaic points us toward is the significance of Daniel’s prophecy for those outside of the Jewish people.

With that being said, all of prophecy, including that which is unclear and as yet unfulfilled, is of significance to those who know the Lord. Note with me some things regarding these chapters of prophetic revelation. First of all, note:


 A. The connection of these prophecies

It is important to understand that while the visions of the second half of the book differ greatly from the dreams of Nebuchadnezzar in the first half, the subjects of them both are largely the same.

“The dreams and the visions are identical; that is, both concern the rise and fall of the great empires of the world, but with this unique difference. A dream is earth-born and relates to the thoughts and desires of men; visions are a Divine revelation and belong to the rulings of God. When the two are put together, two aspects of the same thing are seen. The subject is world domination and politics. In the eyes of men these are as precious metals, seen in the Colossus of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. The same are seen as ferocious beasts in the mind of God.”

-C.W. Slemming

The prophecies and visions of Daniel are connected to the events that transpired earlier in his book. The book is clearly then not chronological. A chronological reading of the book and the correlating prophecies would be something like: 1-4, 7, 8, 5, 9, 6, 10-12.

Notice not only the connection of these prophetic revelations in Daniel, but notice also further:


B. The content of these prophecies

Beginning in chapter 7, Daniel records a sequence of visions that were given to him by God. In chapter 7, the vision involves a succession of “beasts” or animal-like creatures that are said to depict coming earthly kingdoms. 

These began with a lion, with eagle’s wings and man’s head. This apparently refers to Nebuchadnezzar, as the head of gold did in his dream.

The second beast was a bear with three ribs in its mouth. This was a depiction of the Media-Persian Empire, and the three nations it devoured.

The third beast was a leopard with four wings and four heads. This vision is a clear depiction of the Greek Empire, lead by Alexander the Great.

The fourth beast was a composite creature, bearing parts of all those that preceded it, along with some of its own unique characteristics. This beast is believed to reflect both the Roman Empire, and the coming Empire of the Anti-Christ.

The vision of chapter 7 is followed in chapter 8 by another vision, this one involving a ram and a he goat. This vision, interpreted somewhat by Gabriel, is a parallel to the vision of beasts, and emphasizes again the coming kingdoms.

In chapter 9, as Daniel prayed to God regarding his native people, he was given a prophecy regarding the coming of the Messiah, His death, and the eventual appearance of the Anti-Christ. This prophecy involved 70 weeks, which are to interpreted as periods of 7 years, rather than seven days. When totaled up, it is remarkable how accurately it predicts the advent of Christ.

It is to be noted that there is an apparent gap before the final week is to be fulfilled. A literal interpretation of the prophecy would indicate that we are living in that gap, and therefore awaiting that final week.

In the tenth chapter, Daniel is given a divine and angelic vision of the warfare and struggle that goes on just behind the veil of this present reality. Spiritual warfare, while invisible is nonetheless real.

In chapter 11, Daniel reveals more details about the coming empire of Greece, and its division following the death of Alexander. All the prophecies of Daniel regarding this kingdom were fulfilled just over 200 years after Daniel’s predictions.

In the final chapter, Daniel is given a glimpse into a coming day of trouble (the Tribulation) that is yet to come, but is instructed to seal up that prophecy for a later time - possibly until Patmos and the Revelation of John.

In surveying the prophetic revelations of Daniel, notice not only the connection of these prophecies, and the content of these prophecies, but notice also finally:


C. The concept of these prophecies

Behind all the mysterious figures, bizarre beasts, and ethereal revelations, there is a constant theme. Like the preceding prophetic books, that theme is the sovereign rule of God over the affairs of His people, and the entire world.

“…this book of Daniel is a prophetic philosophy of history. And the theme of it is the kingdom of God. It teaches that the kingdoms of this earth are passing away and the kingdom of the Most High is going to abide, and through all the procession, through the running centuries, all that is taking place, the Most High ruleth.”
 – Geoffrey R. King

The concept that permeates all of Daniel’s prophecy is that the unfolding of history is not the random record of evolution’s escalation. Rather, it is the inevitable influence of the Sovereign Savior who predates history, and will consummate it as well.

Daniel is the last of the Major Prophets, and his contribution leaves the reader anxious to see the work of God fulfilled in history. Daniel prophesied it, and 483 years later, the world was introduced to the Messiah. Though, He was “cut off” for the sake of sinners, He rose again, and will come again to make all prophecy just plain history.
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