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Esther

The book of Esther is a companion to the post exile books of Ezra and Nehemiah. It is widely believed that the events in the book of Esther occurred during the gap in Ezra between chapters 6 and 7. 

While connected chronologically to Ezra and Nehemiah, the book of Esther is unique and distinct from any other book in the biblical canon. Esther tells the story of a Jewish heroine living in the palace of a pagan king. Through her position as queen, Esther is able to preserve her people from destruction, and turn the tables on their enemy, a malicious character named Haman.

What makes the book of Esther so unique is that the name of God is not found anywhere within its pages. It lacks any reference to religion, to worship, or even to prayer. This has caused some (such as Martin Luther) to question its place in the biblical record. All such speculation is unfortunate, for while the name of God is not mentioned, His overruling hand is unmistakably visible throughout the story.

“You may have missed God’s dramatic role in this book because he does not act in the same spectacular fashion that He does in other points in the Old Testament…But here he works providentially – through the normal actions of people in the normal order of life…God works sovereignly with no apparent miracles, just a lot of ‘happenings’ and just the right ‘circumstances.’”

-Mark Dever

“The purpose of the book is to demonstrate the providential care of God over His people…We are meant to see providential overruling as distinct from supernatural intervening.”

-J. Sidlow Baxter

The beauty and glory of the book of Esther is that it points to a God who is sovereign, even though He is not seen. Though He cannot always be traced; He can always be trusted.

“We are accustomed to reading of His disclosures to His servants the prophets, and of the many times He confided in men like them and told them what He was about to do, so that it was not surprise to them when these things occurred. This book gives a sample of something outside the pale of revelation, and teaches us that throughout the entire universe, even in the darkest corners of the earth, His hand is on the helm steering the ship of his counsels to its destined harbor.”

-Albert McShane

As we follow the veiled workings of God in Esther, we find three things that God does for His people. First of all:

I. GOD PLACES HIS PEOPLE

The opening chapters of the book of Esther tell the story of how a lowly Jewish girl ended up as the queen of the most powerful kingdom in the world at that time. 

In chapter one, King Ahasuerus has his wife, Queen Vashti, removed from royal position because she refused to offer an erotic dance for one of his drunken feasts. Upon her removal, a search ensues in chapter two, for someone who will replace the deposed queen.

Verse nine of chapter two says, “And the maiden pleased him, and she obtained kindness of him…and he preferred her and her maids unto the best place of the house of the women.”

By the close of the chapter, Esther is selected as the new queen. With this stroke of providence, God had promoted and placed Esther into a key position. With this we are reminded that God often sets His people into places that are:


A. Influential in the world

Though not immediately clear, the position of queen placed Esther in a position in which she could exert influence upon the king, and therefore upon the direction of the kingdom, and ultimately, the direction of history.

This sort of providential placement is seen elsewhere in the stories of Moses, Joseph, and Nehemiah. God placed His people in positions of influence in the world.

We are reminded in Esther that no matter where God has placed us, we are there to exert some sort of godly influence on those that are around us. Our placement in this world, whether prominent or paltry, is the place in which we are to make an impact.

God places His people, not only in places that are influential in the world, but notice also that He places His people in places that are:


B. Important to His work

It is clear by the end of this book that God did not exalt Esther just for the sake of helping and blessing her alone. He exalted her because He intended to use her for the preservation of all His people.

The story of Esther reminds us that God places us in our particular roles in life, not so that we will merely help ourselves, but so that we will use our position to help the entire family of God.

God exalted Esther that He might utilize her in the progress of His plan. Likewise, God places us wherever we are for the furtherance of His will and His work in this world.

In the book of Esther we see not only that God places His people, but notice also secondly that:

II. GOD PROTECTS HIS PEOPLE

The story of Esther centers on a plot to exterminate God’s people, and how that effort was thwarted by the overruling providence of God. “Esther is a crisis book. It is a drama – not of fiction, however, but of genuine fact.”

In chapter three, the reader is introduced to the antagonist in the story in the character of the man named Haman. Later on, Esther will refer to him as “this wicked Haman (7:6)”, and that is certainly a fitting title.

As the story unfolds, and Haman’s antipathy for the Jews increases, the crisis comes to a head, and God’s protection of His people becomes clear. 

Notice a couple of things about God’s protection of His people in the story of Esther. First of all, God protects His people from:


A. The people that hate them

One of the sub plots that emerges in the story of Esther is the conflict between Haman, and Mordecai, the adopted father of Queen Esther. Mordecai stubbornly refused to bow down in honor of Haman, and as a result Haman despised Mordecai, and his race.

Verse six of chapter three says, “…wherefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus, even the people of Mordecai.”

One of the most endearing aspects of the story of Esther is how that in spite of Haman’s hatred of Mordecai and the Jews, God protected His people from the heat of that wrath, and actually punished Haman by forcing him to have give honor to Mordecai in response to the king’s orders (6:10). Also, the gallows that Haman had built in order to hang Mordecai actually become the very instruments that will claim Haman’s life.

The “heathen rage” and those that hated our Lord will hate us as well, but ultimately, God protects His people from those that despise them.

He not only protects His people from the people that hate them, but notice also further that He protects His people from:


B. The plans to harm them

Haman somehow gains royal approval for his scheme to wipe out the Jews. The main subject of Esther is how God intervened through the queen to stop this annihilation from taking place.

Under God’s providence, Esther plans two feasts for her husband the king and the wicked Haman. After gaining the pleasure of the king, Esther reveals Haman’s plot to King Ahasuerus, and asks him to spare both her and her people.

The king is so angered by Haman’s scheme (and apparent advances upon the queen in 7:8) that he has Haman executed, the order for Jewish extermination overturned, and Mordecai promoted in the place of Haman.

It is a truly astonishing and remarkable story. Behind it all is the invisible hand of God preserving His people from the plans to destroy them.

In Esther, not only do we see that God places His people, and God protects His people, but notice also finally that:

III. GOD PROSPERS HIS PEOPLE

It would be easy in an age of the perverted “prosperity gospel” to avoid noting the abundant blessings of God upon His people. However, to neglect God’s lavish rewards upon Esther and Mordecai is to overlook a prominent part of this book.

As the book comes to a close, Esther is royalty, and Mordecai is exalted. In 8:15, it says, “And Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal apparel of blue and white, and with a great crown of gold, and with a garment of fine linen and purple: and the city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad.”

There is no denying that God prospered and blessed His people in the story of Esther. Notice a couple of things about God’s prosperous blessings in this story. Notice first of all that their prosperity was:


A. Following their problems

Peril preceded prosperity in this story. Mordecai was almost hanged before he was heralded. Though God did inevitably bless His people, they were not exempted from the hardship of trail and danger.

Ultimately, God’s people will be blessed. Though they suffer, and are afflicted by oppression and opposition, in the end they will be rewarded and blessed.

The prosperity and blessing that God placed upon His people in Esther was not only following their problems, but notice also further that it was:


B. Fulfilling His promise

Though the Jewish exile was a part of God’s punishment upon His people, it did not override His promises to them. God had promised to care for His people. He had promised to bless them and exalt them among the nations. 

Though His name is not mentioned anywhere in the book, it is difficult to deny God’s faithful work behind the scenes. Could any spiritually minded Jew read the book of Esther without seeing the blessings and deliverance recorded there as anything other than the work of God?

Likewise, any good that comes into the life of God’s people today must be seen, not as incidental or accidental, but rather as a fulfillment of God’s promise that He is working all things out for our good and His glory!

The ninth chapter of Esther closes with a recount of Jewish victories in the land, and the feast of Purim, a perpetual feast that was kept to remember when their “sorrow” was turned into “joy.”

One day, another feast will held. At this feast, the people of God from all the ages will gather around our hero – the Lord Jesus. There we will thank God that through Him, our sorrow has been turned into joy.
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