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Hosea

With the prophecy of Hosea, we enter into what are known as the “Minor Prophets”, a distinction given only because of size, not significance. Originally in the Hebrew Bible the works of these prophets were combined into one book, and they were simply called “the Twelve”. The writings of the Prophet Hosea lead the Minor Prophets in our canon, not for chronological reasons, but most likely due to its relative length. 

Hosea ministered to the Northern Kingdom of Israel during the days of her most rapid spiritual erosion. He places himself historically in his opening verse. “The word of the LORD that came unto Hosea, the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel.”

Using those reigns as a gauge, Hosea exercised a lengthy ministry; possibly as long as 70 years. “A long and heavy service for a soul full of love like his, mitigated only by his hope of the Coming of Christ, the final conversion of his people, and the victory over the grave!”

Hosea is always recognized as the prophet with whom the love and passion of God is most clearly portrayed. He is “the prophet of outraged but persevering love.”
 Someone else has described him as “the prophet that presents the Lord as the God of the loving heart.”

The way in which the prophet presents the injured but insistent love of God is notable. Hosea experienced the broken heart of God before he expressed it. His personal story gives a unique pathos to his prophetic message.

Contrasted with the lofty dignity of Isaiah, Hosea presents an emotional, tear-filled, heart-broken plea to the sin-sick, idol-addicted, stubborn people of God.

G. Cambell Morgan interprets Hosea’s message as this: “Sin breaks in upon the Divine order, ruins the rhythmic nature of the universe. Yes, but that is not its chief heinousness. Get into Hosea’s soul when Gomer played him false and left him. That is how God feels, and that is what Hosea learned.”

In surveying the prophecy of Hosea, we note two things:

I. HOSEA’S PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

The first three chapters of Hosea form a narrative. More specifically, they are a symbolical narrative. They tell the story of Hosea’s tragic personal life, and the way it parallels the tragedy of Israel’s rebellion against Jehovah.

With regard to this record of the prophet’s personal experience, we note that:


A. It was a remarkable experience

Hosea 1:2 introduces the compelling and dramatic personal story of Hosea. It says, “The beginning of the word of the LORD by Hosea. And the LORD said to Hosea, Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms and children of whoredoms: for the land hath committed great whoredom, departing from the LORD.”

Whether Hosea’s wife, Gomer, was actually a prostitute when they married, or whether she fell to that estate after their marriage is not exactly clear. Verse 2 could be a retrospective verse. What is clear is that the prophet’s wife became unfaithful to him, and eventually ended up not only as an adulteress, but a harlot as well. From the degradation of prostitution, Gomer falls yet further down, into the bondage of slavery.

Hosea’s undying love for his rebellious and disgraced bride compels him to search her out. In an act of remarkable devotion and love, Hosea buys back his wayward wife, and seeks to restore her as his spouse.

“That is the story bluntly told. The first part is tragic, but it is not uncommon. The second part is by no means common, and is absolutely amazing…the story of a man seeking a woman when she has passed through all the period of passion, and has lost her value on the material level, and is merely a slave; and of such a man going after her, buying her…and bringing her back, and restoring her to his side as his bride, is something very uncommon.”

-G. Cambell Morgan

The story of Hosea is as impressive and remarkable as his sermons. Apart from his prophetic office, Hosea is himself a sympathetic and endearing figure.

Notice not only that Hosea personal experience was a remarkable one, but notice also further that:


B. It was a representative experience

The first three chapters of the prophecy make clear that Hosea’s personal experience represented more than just a heart-wrenching love story. Chapter 3 opens by explaining the meaning behind the prophet’s experience. It says, “Then said the LORD unto me, Go yet, love a woman beloved of her friend, yet an adulteress, according to the love of the LORD toward the children of Israel, who look to other gods, and love flagons of wine.”

All of the prophet’s painful experience was representative of the tumultuous relationship that existed between God and his spiritually adulterous children. Hosea’s literal suffering became a living sermon about heartache that Israel’s sin and rebellion had brought to God.

Every aspect of the prophet’s life was in some way connected to the larger struggle of God with his people. Even the children born to Hosea were used by God to speak to His people. His firstborn’s name was Jezreel, a name which reminded Israel of God’s promised judgments upon the illegitimate northern kingdom. The second child was a little girl named, Lo Ruhamah, which literally means “no mercy”, or “Not having obtained mercy”. The third child, a second son, was named Lo Ammi, meaning “not my people.”

In many ways, the first three chapters serve as a prologue to the rest of the prophecy. The narrative of these chapters forms the backdrop for what the prophet will say at length in his prophecies. The third chapter ends with a restoration prediction, just as the prophecy itself concludes in the 14th chapter.

In surveying the book of Hosea, notice not only Hosea’s personal experience, but notice also further:

II. HOSEA’S PROPHETIC EXPRESSION

It is not hard to discern the difference in chapters 4-14 from the opening narrative. In these chapters, Hosea utters statement after statement, prophecy after prophecy, in a seemingly random manner.

One writer describes the prophetic section of Hosea as having “…almost no pauses or periods…The language is impulsive and abrupt beyond all comparison. There is little rhythm in it, and almost no argument.”

While it is hard to trace any discernable direction in Hosea’s prophecy, there are three particular truths that are found throughout his prophetic expression. First of all, we note:


A. The condition he addresses

Understanding the period and place in which Hosea ministered (late Northern Kingdom), it is understandable why there are so many references to the wickedness and sin of the people.

“The time, during which Hosea prophesied, was the darkest period in the history of the kingdom of Israel…Politically all was anarchy or misrule…Every commandment of God was broken, and that, habitually. All was falsehood, adultery, bloodshedding…”

-E.B. Pusey

The opening verses of chapter 4 are a good example of the spiritual conditions that Hosea decried. It say, “Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood (4:1-2).”

Though Hosea is the prophet of love, his love is not used as a shroud to cover the sins of the people.

Notice not only the condition he addresses, but notice also further:


B. The condemnation he asserts

Like his prophetic counterparts, Hosea clearly and boldly predicts the certain judgments of a righteous God. Hosea’s undying love does not prevent him from saying, “Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah, and the trumpet in Ramah: cry aloud at Bethaven, after thee, O Benjamin. Ephraim shall be desolate in the day of rebuke: among the tribes of Israel have I made known that which shall surely be (5:8-9).”

The largest part of Hosea’s ministry was taken up with prophesying the coming captivity and destruction of the Northern Kingdom. He consistently pointed the people toward the sure condemnation from God upon those who had rebelled against Him.

“Though Hosea’s prophecy contains some calls to repentance, he did not expect a positive response. Judgment was inescapable.”
 In spite of this confidence in the coming judgment of God, Hosea utters even these pronouncement with a tender touch. As one writer says, “The sentences fall from him like the sobs of a broken heart.”

In his prophetic expression, we note not only the condition he addresses, and the condemnation he asserts, but also:


C. The commitment he affirms

Just as Hosea had pursued and restored his own unfaithful bride, so throughout his prophecy do we find promises regarding Jehovah’s faithfulness to His covenant bride. 

In 11:8, we find the Lord saying, “How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee, Israel?... mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled together.”

Then, in the beautiful 14th chapter, the prophet predicts a future restoration. He says, “I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for mine anger is turned away from him (14:4).” He goes on to say, that on that day, “Ephraim shall say, What have I to do any more with idols (14:8)...”

The unfailing love of God, and His unwavering commitment to those who know Him is the overarching message behind Hosea’s prophetic expression.

“We may summarize our understanding of the teachings of Hosea. It declares that sin separates from God, and blinds us, so that we lose vision of Him…It most certainly reveals the heart and the holiness of God. His love is eternal, but is never divorced from moral requirement.”

-G. Cambell Morgan

The prophet Hosea leaves us eager for some kind of bridge between the unfailing love of God and the unfaithful lives of fallen men. At the close of chapter 3, Hosea peeks into the future, and foresees the One Who is Himself that bridge. He says, “Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their king; and shall fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days.” 
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