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II Kings

The downward spiral of God’s people that began with the death of Solomon finds an ugly bottom in the book of II Kings. The once glorious kingdom of David is divided in I Kings and conquered in II Kings. Wicked and weak rulers in both royal lines lead the children of Israel into a scattered state of captivity. The fledgling nation that had once been delivered from the bondage of Egypt finds itself again under the yoke of another people.

“…presenting 2 Kings is less like painting the clearly outlined peaks of David or Solomon and more like painting the blur of an avalanche…the movement of the whole book is clear – as clear as an avalanche! It is downward. Second Kings tells the story of the fall of God’s people. The northern kingdom of Israel falls in 722 B.C. (in chapter 17), followed over a century later by the southern kingdom of Judah in 587 B.C. (in the last two chapters, 24-25).”

-Mark Dever

Though the overall movement of the book is downward, and the people of God continue to decay, it is not because God has abandoned them. Throughout this period, God was calling to His people through the ministry of His prophets.

“It was not as though Israel had not had sufficient warning. Their sins had been committed in the site of repeated warnings. Such men as Joel, Jonah, Amos, Hosea, and some of the other Minor Prophets, as well as Isaiah and Jeremiah, were prophesying in those days.”

-Eric Hayden

In spite of manifold prophetic witness, God’s people continue to disobey, and the book closes with their dispersion and captivity. 

“As we see battered, broken tribes of Israel dragged behind the chariots of their heathen conqueror, we surely cannot fail to see that the central message of this book is that willful sin brings a woeful end.”

-J. Sidlow Baxter

In surveying what it is a somewhat erratic record, there are three things that are apparently the story of II Kings. First of all, it is the story of:

I. A DIVINE PROPHET

The first ten chapters of II Kings are focused primarily upon the ministry of the prophet Elisha. I Kings dealt with his mentor and predecessor, Elijah, and their lives and roles are very similar. 

“Elijah and Elisha are twin figures – what one does, the other does. Their lives are set to the same music; the latter is the refrain of the former sung by a weaker voice and tuned to a slower measure.”

-George Matheson

In examining the figure of Elisha in II Kings, we note first of all:


A. His ministry

Like Elijah, Elisha ministered to the morally bankrupt and spiritually destitute northern kingdom of Israel. Judah’s royal line was marked with occasional bright spots, but Israel’s is all but totally wicked.

“The religious climate in the northern kingdom of Israel during Elisha’s ministry was very bad. Never since the kingdom was formed under Jeroboam had the people of these ten tribes availed themselves of the Temple worship at Jerusalem. Neither had they had the ministry of the priests and Levites, because these servants of God…had fled into Judah…”

-Irving Jensen

The spiritual power of Elisha’s ministry was matched only by the sinful climate in which he ministered. He was a great man in a dark day. 

Elisha cannot be studied without mentioning also:


B. His miracles

Even more so than His predecessor, Elisha’s ministry is one of “signs and wonders”. A full list of his miraculous exploits is upward of twenty. Among them are: the dividing of the Jordan (2:14), healing the poisoned waters (2:19-22), the widow’s oil multiplied (4:1-7), raising the Shunamite’s son (4:8-37), and the cleansing of Naaman’s leprosy (5).

The miraculous work of God through Elisha is evidence of His effort to draw His people back to Himself. Though they had turned their back on Him, God would not let them fall away without dramatically trying to get their attention and call them repentance.

II Kings is not only the story of a divine prophet, but it is also the story of:

II. A DIVIDED PEOPLE

In chapters 11-17, the narrative bounces back and forth between the stories of the northern kingdom and the southern kingdom. Israel and Judah represented a fractured nation. Their divergent stories are actually the single story of God’s people and their headlong plunge into captivity and exile.

In studying the divided people, it is important to examine the two royal lines. Notice first of all:


A. Israel – the corrupt line

Neither of the kingdoms could be described as godly or holy, but certainly, the northern kingdom of Israel was noticeably more sinful than that of Judah. Over its 250 year history 19 different kings, from seven different dynasties sat on its throne. Of those 19 kings, the Bible says “he did evil”, with the exception of Shallum, who only reigned for one month.

Israel was the corrupt line. It had no covenantal claims to Jehovah, and no promise on which to base its establishment and hope. 

In contrast to Israel, is:


B. Judah – the covenant line

David was the fountainhead of the southern kingdom’s royal line. In comparison with seven royal dynasties in the north, the throne of Judah was occupied only by descendants of David. It was against His godliness that they were all judged and compared.

“…It is clear that one of the ruling purposes of the Scripture history here is to show the faithfulness of God to the Davidic covenant (2 Sam. 7), in the preservation of the Davidic line.”

Even though Judah eventually does fall into captivity, its throne is vacated only temporarily. According to the promise, the Son of David has risen to claim His throne again and fulfill the promise of God.

We find in II Kings not only the story of a divine prophet and a divided people, but we find also thirdly, the story of:

III. A DECLINING POWER

Israel had entered Canaan with the promise of God and power of His hand. They conquered the land, and though they had settled for a monarchy rather than a theocracy, the house of David had stood as a testament to the power of God’s people.

By the time the record of II Kings is concluded, all that power and glory are just history and lore. In II Kings chapter 17:6, it says, “In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and placed them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.”

With that, the northern kingdom of Israel disappears, and the remainder of II Kings is taken up with remaining history of Judah.

In this story of declining power:


A. There are inspiring people

Though most of the remaining story is bleak, there are a few figures that bring glimmers of hope and flashes of revival to God’s people. 

In chapters 18-20, good king Hezekiah appears. He was a reformer, attacking and removing the idolatry in Judah. He worked to exalt the Word of God among the people as well.

During the last 100 years of Judah, another inspiring and seemingly hopeful figure arose. His name was Josiah. Like Hezekiah, he was a godly king. As a 16 year-old king, “…he began to seek after the God of David his father (2 Chron. 34:3).”

Even the darkness of Judah’s decay and downfall, God still had a remnant that followed Him, and there were inspiring and godly people that He used among His wayward nation.

In the close of II Kings, there are not only inspiring people, but notice also that:


B. There is inevitable punishment

The revivals under Hezekiah and Josiah were not sufficient to stem the sinful plummet of the entire nation. As God had promised them, their sin would draw His judgment.

In chapter 17, Israel is conquered, and in chapter 25, Jerusalem is ransacked by the Babylonians, signaling the end of Judah as an organized, free kingdom.

All this was in accordance with God’s Word in chapter 21, where He had proclaimed, “…I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish, wiping it, and turning it upside down. And I will forsake the remnant of mine inheritance, and deliver them into the hand of their enemies; and they shall become a prey and a spoil to all their enemies (13-14).” All of this was, “Because they have done that which was evil in my sight, and have provoked me to anger, since the day their fathers came forth out of Egypt, even unto this day (15).”

“As individuals, we should observe in God’s judgment upon Israel and Judah his hatred fro seeing other things – whether idols made of wood or idols made of selfish desire, whether evils large or evils small – take his place.”
 

-Mark Dever

“This Second Book of Kings, which opens with the translation of Elijah to heaven, and closes with the transportation of the captive Jews to Babylon, is more tragic than all which have preceded it. Nay, more than that, it is the most tragic national record ever written.”

-J. Sidlow Baxter

The condition of the children of Israel at the close of II Kings seems hopeless. Their rebellion and stubborn refusal to walk in holiness and accordance with God’s law leaves the reader wondering if God will utterly cast them off and abandon them. 

However, as will be seen, far from abandoning them, God is preparing His people for the work He will do with them in the years to come. Eventually, their rise and their fall, their captivity and their exile, will all lead them back to Jerusalem, and to the place where God would visit them again.
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