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II Samuel

Because the books of Samuel were originally one book, there is a seamless flow from the close of I Samuel, with the death of Saul, and the opening of II Samuel with David’s lamenting and mourning over the death of his friend Jonathan, and his king, Saul.

There is a marked difference in II Samuel, however, in that while the first book involves three key figures, II Samuel is concerned only with the reign of David.

“Second Samuel is distinctively the book of David’s reign. It opens with David’s accession over Judah, immediately after Saul’s death, and closes just before David’s death, when he is ‘old and stricken in years.’ The book therefore covers a period of some forty years…”

-J. Sidlow Baxter

It would be difficult to understate the towering importance of David in the life of Israel. The record of II Samuel is therefore critical because it details his rule on the throne of the people that so adored and revered him.

“…the David of Israel is not simply the greatest of her kings; he is the man great in everything. He monopolizes all her institutions. He is her shepherd boy – the representative of her toiling classes. He is her musician – the successor of Jubal and Miriam and Deborah. He is her soldier – the conqueror of all the Goliaths that would steal her peace…He is her king – numbering her armies and regulating her polity…The truth is, in the estimation of Israel this man is a personification of the nation itself – the embodiment of her qualities, the incarnation of her spirit, the type of her destiny.”

-George Matheson

As beloved a figure as David is for Israel, in II Samuel, the Holy Spirit inspires for us a full-orbed account of a man who was both faithful and fallible, wise and weak, spiritual and sinful.

“The central spiritual message of this book…stands out clearly, namely: Triumphs turned to troubles through sin…Second Samuel emphasizes that all sin, whether in king or commoner, whether in high or low, whether in the godly or the godless, certainly brings its bitter fruitage.”

-J. Sidlow Baxter

The book of II Samuel clearly divides into two distinct divisions, and both are divided by David’s sin in chapter 11.

First of all, II Samuel reveals:

I. THE GREATNESS OF DAVID’S SUCCESS

The first ten chapters of II Samuel tell the story of David’s rise to the greatest king Israel would ever know. From a lowly shepherd boy, David grew to become a successful and beloved ruler.

In studying David’s success as a monarch, we note that:


A. He ruled with patience

David did not immediately rise to a full kingdom upon the death of Saul. In fact, David reigned in Hebron for 7 ½ years over Judah only. Saul’s son, Ishbosheth reigned over the other tribes until the kingdom was united under David.

David had a divine claim to the throne, and yet using the patience he had learned under Saul’s persecution, he patiently waited until the people realized his rightful place over the entire nation.

In chapter five, David is at last given the unified throne of Israel, and subsequently transfers the seat of his government to Jerusalem. The plea of Israel’s leaders to David in chapter five is worthy of note. They said, “Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh. Also in time past, when Saul was king over us, thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and the LORD said to thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be a captain over Israel.” 
David’s patient trust in the Lord resulted in his bloodless and unanimous ascent to the throne.

David’s royal success came not only because he ruled with patience, but also because:


B. He ruled with promise


David’s rise to the throne was one that was marked by the promise of God. Years before, Samuel had anointed him as the king, based on the promise of God regarding his future reign.

In chapter seven of II Samuel, another important promise is attached to David’s rule. It is called the Davidic Covenant. 

II Samuel 7:11-16 – “Also the LORD telleth thee that he will make thee an house. And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build an house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men: But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee. And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.”

Among other things, this covenant is especially significant because of its Messianic implications. The “forever” of this covenant can only be fulfilled by the Messiah. The promise of this covenant points to the Son of David that will reign into the ages of the ages!

In II Samuel, David’s successful reign is not only one of patience and promise, but also one in which:


C. He ruled with power

Chapters 8-10 mark the glory days of David’s rule. The nation is victorious against its long-standing foes, and David’s rule is marked by popularity, productivity, and prosperity.

“David was Israel’s greatest king. He led them to more military victories, political control, and intense worship of the Lord than other ruler had or would. Why was he a good king? Because God blessed him. Because God himself chose this shepherd boy and used him.”

-Mark Dever

The good days of David’s reign were the results of God’s blessings upon him. His power as a king came from his connection to Jehovah. “And the LORD preserved David whithersoever he went (8:14).” 

Unfortunately, the book of II Samuel does not conclude with the greatness of David’s success, but we find also:

II. THE GRIEF OF DAVID’S SIN

The glory and success of the first 10 chapters of II Samuel is dulled and darkened by the sin and suffering of chapters 11-24. Chapter 11 records David’s sin with Bathsheba. Though repentance is made in chapter 12, the turmoil and tragedy of the remainder of the book can be traced back to this one, grievous act.

“The story of the second book of Samuel is one of triumph and tragedy, the rise and decline of King David, the triumph of his public life and the tragedy of his private one…The Bible never varnishes its heroes but paints them ‘wart and all’.”

-Eric Hayden

The grief of David’s sin is seen in:


A. The record of David’s sin

The account of David’s sin in chapter 11 is a story with texture and layers that must be studied. No doubt, something in David’s life had led him to the point of susceptibility. There is more contributing to this sin than being in the wrong place at the wrong time. 

What begins with a look, soon turns to lust, and then to adultery, and then to murder, all veiled in a sheet of deception and cover-up. The brightness of “the man after God’s own heart” disappears, and David becomes a dark and despotic figure.

The sweet singer of Israel became a depressed and tortured soul. In his own words, David said, “When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah (Psalm 32:3-4).”
In chapter 11, we are given the record of David’s sin, in chapter 12, we find:


B. The revelation of David’s sin

There is apparently a period of about a year in which David’s sin remained somewhat a secret. Then in chapter 12, the prophet Nathan valiantly confronts his king with his sin. The account of Nathan’s confrontation of David is worthy of study because of the subtlety and creativity in which Nathan dealt with David.

Upon being indicted by God’s man, David says in 12:13, “…I have sinned against the Lord…” With this confession, David is forgiven. David’s sin was exposed and the king had to be humbled before God and his people before he confessed.

One writer says, “’Be sure your sin will find you out’ should have been David’s motto.”
 There is a reminder in the revelation of David’s sins that are covered up and neglected will eventually be uncovered and exposed.

The remainder of the book of II Samuel reveals the grief of David’s sin by detailing and recording:


C. The results of David’s sin

Throughout the rest of the book, in fulfillment of God’s word, the sword does not depart from David’s house. Unrest, rebellion, murder, treason, death, immorality, and heartbreak are just some of the words that describe the latter years of David’s reign in Israel.

II Samuel, and the story of the far-reaching results of David’s sin people are warned that sin has consequences far beyond anything imagined in the moment of excited temptation. No doubt, if David could have saw from his balcony beyond the bathing woman to the wreckage of his family, he would have tempered his passion and went back inside. 

Again, in II Samuel, we are confronted with the fallibility of human rulers and leaders. For all of David’s qualities and gifts, he was still unable to reign in righteousness. Again, we close this historic record anticipating the one who would fulfill the promises of God to David and His people. Again, the reader is left waiting for the King of kings!
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