Old Testament Survey – standandspeak.org

Bi-160 (A) – Old Testament Survey

Covington Theological Seminary

9/25/08

Joshua

Upon entering the book of Joshua, we have left the Pentateuch, and have obviously entered into a new division of the Biblical record. Joshua is a historical record of Israel’s transition from a nomadic tribe to the resident race within the land which God had promised to Abraham.

Much like Deuteronomy, Joshua is a bridge book that helps to connect the story-line of how Israel became a settled nation. Joshua begins what one writer has called “The Other Millennium”, because, “…the next twelve historical books of the Old Testament…beginning with Joshua and going through Esther, will allow us to trace the history of God’s Old Testament people for roughly one thousand years, from about the fourteenth century B.C. to the fifth century B.C.”

“Omit Joshua and there is a gap left in the sacred history which nothing could supply. Without it what precedes would be incomprehensible and what follows unexplained. The sacred writer was directed to fill that gap by narrating the conquest and apportionment of the promised land.”

The value of the book of Joshua is more than just its historical record. For the believer, the book of Joshua abounds in typological truth for victory in the Christian life.

“But someone may ask, ‘Of what value to us today can that be which took place more than twenty-three hundred years ago?’ The answer is, that the literal history of Israel had a typical significance…In the book of Joshua, then, spiritual experiences are reflected in historical events; and this, not in a passage here or there, but in the entire story.”

W. Graham Scroggie

A thorough study of Joshua will give credence not just to the historical record, but to the spiritual revelation as well. For a good overview of the typical significance of Joshua, see Explore the Book, by J. Sidlow Baxter (lesson 20).

In our survey of Joshua, we will follow a similar outline as if found in most commentaries on the book. First of all, Joshua records Israel:

I. ENTERING THE LAND

The book begins with God addressing Moses’ successor – Joshua, and instructing him on the plan for Israel’s entrance and subsequent occupation of the land of Canaan.

The first five chapters record the process that was involved in moving the people from one side of the Jordan River to the other, into the Promised Land. 

Entering the land of Canaan involved:


A. Preparation

The people do not actually cross over into Canaan until the end of the third chapter. The first two chapters are taken up with preparations for entering the Land.

“[Preparation] is an essential to accomplishment. Years of preparation had to precede D-Day if the invasion of Europe was to be a success…The Lord has gone to prepare a place for us…Not only the place for us, but there must be some preparation of us for the place.”

These preparations included instructions for Joshua, commands for the tribes, and the acceptance of Joshua’s leadership by the people. 

In chapter two, more preparations are made as spies are sent into Jericho to get an assessment of the land. It is interesting to compare the faith-filled testimony of these spies with that of their counterparts in Numbers 13. These spies return and report to Joshua in 2:24, “Truly the LORD hath delivered into our hands all the land; for even all the inhabitants of the country do faint because of us.”

Faith comes before victory! Entrance into the Promised Land of the Christian life can only come when we see with faith what Christ has purchased and promised for us.

Entering the land of Canaan not only involved preparations, but it also involved a:


B. Passage

The parents and grandparents of the generation in Joshua had once stood at the shore of the Red Sea and watched as God parted the waters and provided a path for crossing. Now, in Joshua chapter three, the people are once again beside the waters awaiting the Lord’s direction.

“The crossing of ‘this Jordan’ was a major crisis of faith…To be ‘brought out’ of Egypt was one thing; but it was another thing altogether to ‘go over this Jordan’ and thus become committed, without the possibility of retreat, to the struggle against the powers of Canaan…”

-J. Sidlow Baxter

This crisis of faith was to prove decisive for Israel as they arrived in Canaan. Encouraged and moved by their miraculous passage across Jordan, Joshua and the people set up memorials in Gilgal (ch. 4-5) and purpose in their hearts to always remember what God did for them.

Progress is always encouraged by the testimonies of the past. Israel could always look back at Gilgal, and remind each generation of God’s power and faithfulness.

In Joshua we not only find the people of God entering the land, but also:

II. ENGAGING THE LAND

In the wilderness wanderings, Israel’s greatest enemy had been themselves. In Canaan there were literal fights and multiple foes. The land would be given to Israel, but they would have to possess it through conflict.

“…though Canaan was a divine gift unto Israel, yet they did not enter into possession of it without effort on their part.”

-A.W. Pink

There is a reminder here that the Christian life is not one of ease. Victory over sin, self, and Satan do not come without battles. However, each battle is won through the victory that has already been gained and guaranteed by Christ Jesus.

Chapters 6-12 record the various engagements and battles in Israel’s conquest of Canaan. Within these chapters we find:


A. God’s people in combat

In chapters 6-8, several battles and other significant events are recorded in detail. In chapter six, we find the fall of Jericho. In chapter seven, the sin of Achan results in the only loss suffered by Israel in the entirety of the conquest. In chapter eight, the city of Ai is taken following the encouragement from the Captain of the Lord’s host. In chapter nine, an unfortunate league is made with Gibeon, as a result of a deception. 

All of these incidents have implications for the Christian’s life, and together paint a symbolic portrait of the ups and downs, highs and lows that often characterize the Christian’s march toward rest.

They on the heights are not the souls

Who never erred nor went astray,

Who trod unswerving to their goals

Along a smooth, rose-bordered way,

Nay, those who stand where first comes dawn,

Are those who stumbled – but went on.

As Israel engaged the inhabitants of Canaan, we not only see God’s people in combat, but we see also:


B. God’s people as conquerors

In chapters 10-12, we find a rapid record of victories as Israel overcame their foes in Canaan. They entered the land by God’s grace, and within a matter of some seven years, took possession of it as God had promised.

It is interesting to study the strategy Joshua employed, according to God’s guidance. He divided the land with his initial campaign, and then proceeded to conquer the south, followed by the north (see attached map).

“The most formidable coalitions were no match for that supernatural power which operated through Israel. Down they went one after another – cities, kings, giants, confederacies, until it could be written: ‘So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the Lord said unto Moses; and Joshua gave it for an inheritance unto Israel according to their divisions by their tribes (11:23).”

In Israel’s engagement and conquest of Canaan, we are reminded that through our spiritual Joshua, the Lord Jesus, we are more than conquerors, and victory is ours through His leadership and lordship!

The book of Joshua records Israel entering the land, engaging the land, and also finally:

III. ENTITLING THE LAND

The remaining chapters of Joshua are admittedly difficult reading because they deal so much with names and places and boundaries that are largely unfamiliar to us today.

It is important, however, to note that the dividing of the land was of great significance to Israel, and a process that was no doubt guided by the Lord (18:6). In these remaining chapters we see:


A. The inheritance for God’s people

In chapters 13-19, the different regions of Canaan are distributed. In chapter 20, the six “Cities of Refuge” are established. In chapter 21, the portion of the Levites is also established.

All of this is significant because is records the fulfillment of God’s word to Joshua in the opening chapter. “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you (1:3)…”

By way of application, the believer has been promised an “incorruptible” and glorious inheritance. These chapters of Joshua stand as testaments to the fact that what God has promised to His people, He will deliver!

We not only see the inheritance for God’s people, but we also see:


B. The inspiration for God’s people

In the closing chapters (23-24), the battle-worn, tested and tried general, Joshua, offers his parting words of instruction for the people of God. He encourages them to submit to the commands of God (23:6), separate from the pagan inhabitants that remained in the land (23:7), and serve the Lord with fervency and love.

As we battle and conquer in this present world, we look for inspiration to “the Author and Finisher of our faith” – the Lord Jesus. His Words to us and instructions for the future are the fuel that leads us on in our Christian life.

“That’s the message of Joshua. On one level, the people chose to obey God and conquer the land he had promised them. On another level, God fought for them and gave them the land. When they obeyed, they were only acting in accordance with His promises. And when they sinned, God was merciful to them and persevered with them.”

-Mark Dever

Joshua is a picture of the Christian journey, and the cooperation of faith that must exist between our obedience to the Word of God and our faith in the promise of God.
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