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Micah

The prophecy of Micah is a perfect example of how the title “Minor Prophets” is in no way a reflection of the significance of the book. Micah is a book whose “power and influence vastly outweigh its size.”

Micah, whose name has come to us as an abbreviation of Micaiah, was a prophet to Judah from the village of Moresheth-Gath, some 25 miles southwest of Jerusalem.

He ministered over a period of roughly 40 years, and like many of his pre-exile prophetic counterparts, warned the spiritually decaying kingdoms of Israel and Judah of the coming judgment of Jehovah.

Micah’s prophecy is forceful and colorful. Though his language is simple and direct, “with this great simplicity Micah unites great vividness and energy.”
 The poetic prophecy that is so common to the Hebrew prophets is clear in Micah’s style. He employs word pictures, analogies, and metaphors to convey his message.

While Micah decries the conditions of his day, and warns of the certain judgment of God, there is an abundance of hopeful and restorative prophecies in his message. Micah contrasts the judgment of “now” with the glory of “then” (see 4-5).

In surveying the book of Micah, we note three things. First of all:

I. THE CONTEXT OF MICAH’S MINISTRY

As we have repeatedly seen, when it is possible to connect the prophecy to the time and place in which it was written, we are given insight into its message and meaning.

In the case of Micah, he helps us by placing himself alongside the kingdoms in which he prophesied. In Micah 1:1, we read, “The word of the LORD that came to Micah the Morasthite in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.”
Using that information, we are able to get a grasp on the context in which Micah ministered. First of all, we know:


A. The historical context

Micah reveals that he was given a message for Samaria and Jerusalem, the capitals of the Northern and Southern Kingdoms of Israel and Judah. The ministry of Micah would therefore correspond to the record in II Kings, and II Chronicles.

Understanding that historical context, we are mindful of the difficulty of the day in which Micah ministered. The Northern Kingdom was on the verge of total collapse, and the Southern Kingdom was rapidly headed for exile.

“Life in Israel and Judah was extremely difficult in those last decades of the eighth century B.C…Foreign influences on society and religion were strong. Callused, unscrupulous businessmen in Israel oppressed the poor (2:1-2; 6:10-12). Prophets divined for money and priests taught for hire (3:11). Rulers and judges abhorred justice and asked for bribes (3:6-7; 7:3). People could not trust neighbors or immediate family (7:5). The godly man, it seemed, had perished from the earth (7:2).”

-Ralph L. Smith

Note not only the historical context, but note also:


B. The biblical context

Though separated by several books in our canon, Micah would have ministered to Judah along with the great Isaiah. They were prophetic contemporaries, and there are recognizable similarities in their themes and predictions.

“It is good to know that in the Judean capital, long ago, the great prophet Isaiah had such a trusty comrade and such a doughty fellow-champion of truth as ‘Micah the Morasthite’.”

-J. Sidlow Baxter

Too see the similarities of these two prophets, compare the following passages: Micah 2:11 and Isaiah 28:7, Micah 3:5-7 and Isaiah 29:9-12, and Micah 3:12 and Isaiah 32:13-14.

Once again, we are reminded that in the darkest days, God sends His loudest voices. Israel and Judah could never claim that they had not heard the Word of the Lord. He sent them numerous champions of truth to point them to their condition, and warn them of their direction.

Notice a second truth we see in the survey of Micah’s prophecy. We note not only the context of Micah’s ministry, but also:

II. THE CONCERN OF MICAH’S MINISTRY

As one begins to read the book of Micah, it becomes clear that while the style is unique, the subject is not. Like all of the prophets, Micah is concerned with the pressing issues of his day, and how they relate to the preeminent issue of God’s relationship with His people.

In understanding the concern of Micah’s ministry, notice first of all:


A. The prophet’s text

Most commentators agree that Micah’s prophecy clearly has three divisions. Most see three separate discourses or messages, all marked off by a call to “hear” (1-2:13, 3-5, 6-7). 

A better division of the text, however, may be to divide it according to its themes. In chapters 1-3, the prophet proclaims judgment. In this section, Micah calls on Israel, and more prominently Judah, to prepare for the imminent judgment of God because of their sins.

He says, “For the transgression of Jacob is all this, and for the sins of the house of Israel. What is the transgression of Jacob? is it not Samaria? and what are the high places of Judah? are they not Jerusalem? 

Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap of the field, and as plantings of a vineyard: and I will pour down the stones thereof into the valley, and I will discover the foundations thereof.
And all the graven images thereof shall be beaten to pieces, and all the hires thereof shall be burned with the fire, and all the idols thereof will I lay desolate: for she gathered it of the hire of an harlot, and they shall return to the hire of an harlot (1:5-7).”

One writer notes that “Micah saw his society as terminally ill.”
 Among the sins for which they were to be judged, Micah points out oppression of the poor (2:2), corrupt leadership (3:5), violence and deception (6:12), and murder (7:2).

In chapters 4-5, the tone changes, and we find that the prophet predicts restoration. Micah foresees a day in which Judah is restored, and God blesses His people again. 4:1 marks the transition with the words, “But in the last days it shall come to pass…”

In 4:6-7, Micah beautifully predicts, “In that day, saith the LORD, will I assemble her that halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out, and her that I have afflicted; And I will make her that halted a remnant, and her that was cast far off a strong nation: and the LORD shall reign over them in mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever.”

In chapters 6-7, Micah begins to plead repentance. In the remarkable courtroom scene of chapter 6, the Lord states His “controversy” with His people, and He pleads with them, “O my people, what have I done unto thee? and wherein have I wearied thee? testify against me (6:3).”

When considering the concern of Micah’s ministry, we note not only the prophet’s text, but also: 


B. The prophet’s truth

If there is an overarching theme or truth in Micah, it is found in chapter 7, as well as in the meaning of the prophet’s name. Micah’s name literally means, “Who is like Jehovah?” We find the prophet asking in 7:18, “Who is a God like unto thee…?”

Micah presents the unparalleled God, to whom all the earth is accountable, and in whom all the earth finds hope. For Micah, God has no equal, rival, or peer.

Micah presents the uniqueness and supremacy of Jehovah because of the wisdom of His judgment, and the wonder of His mercy. These parallel truths presented throughout Micah’s prophecy are a reflection of his high view of God.

In surveying Micah, we note not only the context of Micah’s ministry, and the content of Micah’s ministry, but also finally:

III. THE CONTRIBUTION OF MICAH’S MINISTRY

When studying the book of Micah, it is important to note that there a number of important and memorable verses are found within this Minor Prophet. 

“Some of the mightiest truths in the Old Testament are expressed in Micah.”
 “Although the book has often been ignored or neglected, some of its words are unforgettable.”

Considering the contribution of Micah’s ministry, notice:


A. His messianic verses

Like his contemporary, Isaiah, Micah gives us some of the clearest verses of Messianic prophecy. Most notable among these is 5:2. “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.”
Some 700 years before the events transpired that led Joseph and his pregnant wife back to the city of David, where the seed of David would be born, Micah predicted the significance of Bethlehem.

Notice not only his messianic verses, but notice also:


B. His memorable verses

Some very familiar texts come from the pen of the Prophet Micah. For instance, the peace of the millennial kingdom of Christ is foretold in 4:3. “And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”

In Micah 6:8, the prophet summarizes God’s requirements of man. It is a verse that has been inscribed in the Library of Congress as a summary of religion. “He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?”

Those who preach the Word of God would be wise to study the words of the Micah from Moresheth. 

In Micah, again, the people of God are pointed to their true hope. His messianic predictions, like those of Isaiah, point the people beyond the chastisement of their coming exile, to a day of salvation through the Messiah. His prophecy points the people to the Christ, and to the one who enables God to “turn again, [to]… have compassion upon us; [to]…subdue our iniquities; and… cast all their sins into the depths of the sea (7:19).”
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