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Nahum

“Nahum’s is a sturdy theology, not for the weak and squeamish.”
 As you read through the graphic, vivid, ominous language of Nahum, and you hear him ask, “Who can stand before [Jehovah’s] indignation,” you might be surprised to discover that Nahum’s name literally means “comfort”.

It is not an ironic twist that the violent predictions of Nahum come from a man whose name means “comfort”, because he does in fact bring comfort. In verse 7, or his opening chapter, the prophet says, “The LORD is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him.” 

Nahum offers no hope for the enemies of God, but he does in fact bring comfort to those who have suffered under oppression and cruelty. He encourages them that in the end, justice will prevail, and God will punish those who persecute others.

“Nahum had one sentence to pronounce, the judgments of God upon the power of this world, which had sought to annihilate the kingdom of God.”

-E.B. Pusey

We know virtually nothing about Nahum, apart from his hometown of Elkosh, which is a mystery in itself. Nevertheless, the brief oracle of Nahum leaves us a powerful and pertinent record of the justice of Jehovah, and the certainty of His everlasting Word.

In surveying Nahum, note first of all:

I. THE PEOPLE NAHUM ADDRESSED

Similarly to Obadiah, Nahum has a rather narrow target in his prophecy. The opening verse records the intended audience. “The burden of Nineveh. The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite.”

Nineveh, the same “great city” that had repented at the reluctant preaching of Jonah, now hears, some 100 years later, a divine sentence passed upon her.

While the city of Nineveh is directly addressed, the nation of Assyria as a whole is confronted through this “burden”. Understanding the people to whom Nahum spoke, we note that they were:


A. A cruel people

In 3:1, Nahum says, “Woe to the bloody city!” The people of the 7th century B.C., in which this prophecy was likely written, would have understood that reference clearly.

Assyria was a notoriously cruel and torturous empire. At the time of Nahum, their power had spread as far as Egypt, and the stories of their atrocities were infamous.

One Assyrian king, Ashurnasipral II (883-859) wrote about one of his conquests, and bragged, “I stormed the mountain peaks and took them. In the midst of the mighty mountain I slaughtered them; with their blood I dyed the mountain red like wool…The heads of their warriors I cut off, and I formed them into a pillar over against their city; their young men and their maidens I burned with fire.”

To this inhumane and heartless people, the Lord spoke through Nahum and said, “Behold, I am against thee, saith the LORD of hosts (2:13)…” 
“Oh, friend, meditate on this phrase. Imagine what it would be like to have the Almighty God look at you and say, ‘I am against you’.”
 Though the pride of Nineveh would have caused her to scoff at Nahum’s predictions, their cruelty did not go unpunished.

Notice something else about the people Nahum addresses. Notice not only that they were a cruel people, but notice also that they were:


B. A condemned people

God not only informs Nineveh that He is against them, but through His prophet He foretells that as their Divine Adversary, His plan was to utterly destroy them.

In 2:13, He tells them, “…and I will burn her chariots in the smoke, and the sword shall devour thy young lions: and I will cut off thy prey from the earth, and the voice of thy messengers shall no more be heard.”

In 1:14, He had already told them, “And the LORD hath given a commandment concerning thee, that no more of thy name be sown: out of the house of thy gods will I cut off the graven image and the molten image: I will make thy grave; for thou art vile.”
The entire book of Nahum is a setting forth of the destruction that God would bring upon them for their sins. Chapter 1 gives the theological reasons why Nineveh’s destruction is sure. Chapter 2 depicts the siege and capture of the city. Chapter 3 recounts the sinfulness and cruelty that had provoked the judgment of God.

J. Sidlow Baxter suggest the following outline for the book:

1. Nineveh’s doom declared

2. Nineveh’s doom described

3. Nineveh’s doom deserved

In surveying the book of Nahum, notice not only the people Nahum addresses, but notice also secondly:

II. THE PRINCIPLE NAHUM ADVANCES

Obviously, this oracle from the pen of Nahum applied originally and specifically to the people of Nineveh. Yet, its inclusion in our Bibles indicates that this cannot be its only purpose.

The Holy Spirit inspired this book to speak, not just to the Assyrians, but to all people in succeeding generations. What are the truths that we are to glean from Nahum’s brief book? First of all, Nahum points us to:


A. The vindication of God’s wrath

One of the most valuable truths that Nahum presents is that though the Lord is “slow to anger (1:3)”, that in no way removes the fact that, “God is jealous, and the LORD revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is furious; the LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies (1:2).”

In a day in which the love of God is emphasized by many to the exclusion of His righteousness and justice, Nahum strikes a valuable chord. While God is love; that does not mean that He is lax.

Jonah had warned Nineveh to repent, and though they had once heeded that message, they returned to their sins, and now “they must learn that wrath restrained (as in Jonah’s time) is wrath reserved, if there is willful return to wickedness.”

“The book offers comfort for all who suffer abuse, injustice and oppression because its message is that evil is doomed. Assyria might run roughshod over the people of the world, dispossessing them of property, home and freedom (2:9-13; 3:19), but that would not last forever. Evil will be judged. What Assyria did to others would be done to her (2:13).”

-Ralph L. Smith

Nahum not only advances the principle of the vindication of God’s wrath, but he also reveals:


B. The validity of God’s wrath
One of the remarkable things about the prophecy of Nahum is the accuracy with which he foretold the fall of Nineveh. Every detail of Nahum’s prediction has been borne out through the historical records.

In 612 B.C., an alliance of the Medes, Babylonians, and Scythians laid siege to Nineveh, and just exactly as the prophet had predicted, the city fell. 

“When Nineveh fell; it fell hard. A small group of Assyrian exiles tried to keep ‘Assyria’ going for several years, but their attempt quickly failed. Nineveh passed with unusual speed from the very center of history to being entirely forgotten…It was not until 1842 that archaeologists rediscovered it.”

Just as the God had said, so it was. Those who read the prophecies of Nahum, which have now become histories, can rest assured that any prophecies that remain unfulfilled will become reality some day.

Nahum’s book may seem to some to be a vindictive, resentful, vengeful rant against another nation. However, it must be remembered that it is God who expresses his vengeance and wrath toward Assyria in this book.

Let those of who belong to God never take it upon themselves to avenge. God is the Judge who will set things right in His own sovereign time. Let us only be sure that we have hid ourselves in Christ, so that the wrath that is to come will pass over us because of His blood.
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