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Zechariah

Leaving the straight-forward words and message of Haggai, we enter into the much longer, and much more mysterious writing of Haggai’s contemporary and prophetic successor, Zechariah. He is introduced to us as, “…the son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet…” Based on this lineage, we know that Zechariah was one of the few who held the dual offices of priest and prophet.

Though often neglected, the prophecy of Zechariah is one of the most important of the prophetic writings, especially in its contribution to Messianic prophecy. The significance of Zechariah’s prophecy becomes clear when it is noted that quotes or references to Zechariah occur some 70 times in the New Testament.

“The prophetic horizon of Zechariah is far broader than that of the other minor prophets…He dwells on the Person and work of Christ more fully than all the other minor prophets together.”

-Charles L. Feinberg

Zechariah is certainly one of the most difficult, if not the most difficult, of the prophets to interpret. There is much about his book that is not immediately or easily deciphered. One writer says of the book, “Almost nothing in it is obvious.”

“Although the book of Zechariah is obscure in many places and the difficulty in interpreting it is enormous, that difficulty should not intimidate the reader.”

-Ralph L. Smith

“…this Book of Zechariah may seem discouragingly complicated; yet it is not so in reality…To an observant reader it quickly sorts itself out; and it is full of good things.”

-J. Sidlow Baxter

The writing of Zechariah clearly falls into two distinct and totally different parts. The first part (1-8) contains a collection of visions that are clearly related to the post-exile community in which Zechariah ministered. The second part consists of two oracles that clearly transcends the immediate context of the remnant that had returned from Babylon.

“Every reader feels that in passing from the 8th to the 9th chapter of this book he is making a distinctly-marked transition to a new kind of writing.”

-Marcus Dods

Observing these two divisions, the themes of each give us the outline for our survey. First of all, we note that:

I. ZECHARIAH FORECASTS THE SECURITY OF ISRAEL

Following only two months behind the prophecy of Haggai, Zechariah also speaks to the 50,000 or so Jewish exiles who had returned to Jerusalem with plans of rebuilding the Temple and the city.

In the opening verses of the chapter one, Zechariah challenges the people to break from the rebellious past of their forefathers, and “turn” unto the Lord of Hosts.

After this brief exhortation, Zechariah very quickly moves into the heart of his first prophetic message. In the first 8 chapters, Zechariah speaks to the people regarding the future of their Temple, their land, and their nation.

Zechariah, like his prophetic counterparts, forecasts a day of blessing and security for Israel. These would have been encouraging words to the small band of former exiles that now inhabited the rubble of a broken-down Zion.

Zechariah’s forecast is given to the people in a couple of ways. First of all, he comforts them through:


A. The scenes he described

In the opening chapter, beginning in verse 7, we read that on a particular date, “…the word of the LORD unto Zechariah…” This word came in the form of seven visions that Zechariah saw in a single night. 

The visions are as follows: the horses among the trees (1:8-17), the four horns and the carpenters (1:18-21), the measuring line (2), the reclothing of Joshua the High Priest (3), the golden candlestick (4), the roll, ephah, and the women (5), and the four chariots (6).

While each vision has its own unique meaning, they all correlate to the Lord’s work of restoring His people, their Temple, and their land, while judging the nations that have oppressed and afflicted them.

In the first vision, the horsemen report the false peace of the nations, and Jehovah promises to upset their security with His judgment. He says in verse 15, “And I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are at ease…”

The second and third visions relate a similar message. The horns representing the nations that have afflicted Israel are dealt with by “carpenters” who are “…come to fray them, to cast out the horns of the Gentiles, which lifted up their horn over the land of Judah to scatter it (1:21).” The measuring line which was going to measure the walls of the city, is not used, because the Jehovah promises to be the walls and defense for His people (2:5).
The fourth vision reveals the future cleansing of Israel’s sin, and the removal of wickedness from among her people. This is depicted by the re-clothing of Joshua the High Priest.

The fifth vision, involving the candlestick, has reference to the rebuilding of the Temple, and the work of Joshua and Zerubbabel. The oil of the lamp is a word to Zerubbabel that his work is, “…Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts (4:6).”

The sixth vision, involving the scroll, the ephah, and the women, relates again to the removal of wickedness from Jerusalem and its inhabitants. In this vision(s), the wickedness is taken from the city and sent away to Babylon.

The seventh vision, of the war chariots, again speaks of judgment, and it is followed by the symbolic crowning of Joshua the High Priest (6:9-15).

Together, all of these visions were words of encouragement to the fearful and weary remnant that was working to rebuild the Temple and the city. Obviously, there is both immediate and prophetic implications in all of the visions, but they originally spoke to the day in which they were uttered.

Zechariah not only forecasted the security of Israel through the scenes he described, but also through:


B. The sermons he delivered

Chapters 7 and 8, along with the opening verses of the book are not prophecies in the typical sense, but are addresses or sermons that Zechariah delivered to the remnant of the people.

In chapter 7, the people are reminded again of their past, and then they are urged by the Word of the Lord to, “…Execute true judgment, and shew mercy and compassions every man to his brother (7:9).”

In chapter 8, the people are again encouraged by the hope of their future. They are encouraged in the task that faced in rebuilding the Temple. Zechariah preaches to them and says, “Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Let your hands be strong, ye that hear in these days these words by the mouth of the prophets, which were in the day that the foundation of the house of the LORD of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built (8:9).”

The first part of Zechariah’s prophecy speaks to the people of the security of their hope in Jehovah. His promises to restore His people are bedrock upon which they were to rest their hopes and rebuild their land.

Moving from chapter 8 to chapter 9, there is an obvious shift in the style employed by Zechariah. He not only forecasts the security of Israel, but notice also that:

II. ZECHARIAH FORETELLS THE SAVIOR OF ISRAEL
Describing the drastic change between the first and second parts of Zechariah, Marcus Dods writes, “In the former part of the book…Every one of his allusions could at once be understood by the men who were then resident at Jerusalem, and all his utterances regarded matters with which they themselves had to do. But no sooner do we read the first verse of the 9th chapter than we experience a sudden loss of the firm foothold among the well-known events of Zechariah’s time. We seem to have made one step off terra firma into quaking bog, where we can walk only flounderingly…[in chapter 9] we walk into a bank of fog. We hear heavy firing, - very heavy firing indeed, - but we can only dimly and uncertainly make out the occasion and at whom the guns are directed.”

The latter part of Zechariah consists of two oracles. The first covers chapters 9-11, while the second is unfolded in chapters 12-14. Both oracles follow a similar pattern. They both begin with pronouncements of judgment upon the nations, and then conclude with a promise of the Good Shepherd that is to come.

The whole book, and especially the latter part of Zechariah’s prophecy is saturated with Messianic references and prophecies. 

“There is so much in this little book of Zechariah about Christ…Christ is the Good Shepherd! Christ is the rejected One! Christ is the One who was pierced and striken!”

-Mark Dever

Without delving into each detail of these oracles, we note a couple of Messianic prophecies that are revealed in these six chapters. First of all, in them Zechariah foretells:


A. The Messiah’s rejection

Zechariah 12:10 is one of the most fascinating prophetic verses in the Old Testament. It says, “And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.”

In this verse, the people of Jerusalem weep over their treatment of the Shepherd. Here is a clear prophecy, not only involving the future advent of the Messiah, but also relating a key detail of His first advent – the crucifixion of Jesus.

Zechariah predicts Israel’s initial rejection of Jesus Christ, along with their eventual acceptance of Him. This mistreatment of the Shepherd, also called the Branch in this prophecy, is something the Jews have missed about their Messiah. 

The lowly Servant, “despised and rejected” is something Israel did not connect with their Messiah, though it is revealed in Zechariah, as it was also with Isaiah (53).

As Zechariah foretells the Savior of Israel, he not only describes the Messiah’s rejection, but also he foretells:


B. The Messiah’s rule

The last two chapters of Zechariah are reflective of previous prophetic writings, in that they predict a day in which the people of God are restored both spiritually and nationally. Verse 9 of chapter 13 says, “And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try them as gold is tried: they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they shall say, The LORD is my God.”

The Messianic implications are clear in these closing chapters as well. Who can but think of Cowper’s hymn “There is a fountain filled with blood” when they read 13:1, “In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.”

In chapter 14, the Messiah’s triumphant day is predicted. Verse 4 says, “And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the south.”

Then in verse 9, the rule of King Jesus is clearly foretold. “And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one.”

Though the oracles that make up the latter part of the book are at times difficult, they are clearly and primarily Messianic, and they as much as any portion of prophetic literature look toward the Savior that was soon to come.

The obscurity and difficulty of Zechariah should not cause us to avoid its pages. If we are led by His Spirit, we will see that these Scriptures, as all of them do, testify of Jesus Christ.

“…it turns out that the crowns of silver and gold (6:11) became a crown of thorns.”
 The Messiah came, and as Zechariah predicted, He was pierced by those who were supposed to have been His friends. Yet, the blood that flows from those wounds is the cleansing that washes away the sins of the people. One day, the One that was pierced will return to execute judgment and to reign with His people!
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