Studies in Romans – standandspeak.org


Covington Theological Seminary

Bi 338 Romans

2/13/08

Romans 10

“Israel and the Gospel”

In chapter nine, the Apostle Paul clearly defended the justice of God in His dealings with the nation of Israel. In that chapter the relationship between Jehovah and His chosen people was examined from the divine side. As you move into chapter 10, the same relationship is discussed again, only now it is Israel’s treatment of God and the gospel that is largely in view.

“The groundwork for chapter 10 has already been laid in 9:30-33. The emphasis here is on righteousness and why Israel lacks it. Paul will lay the responsibility for the lack of righteousness squarely on the shoulders of individuals…He does not retreat at all from his strong belief that God has always worked by the principle of divine election. He does demonstrate, however, that God is not responsible for unbelievers’ lost condition.”

-Woodrow Kroll

“The key to God’s past dealings with Israel is His sovereignty. The key to His present dealings is His salvation. Today God is offering salvation to the Jew on exactly the same terms as the to the Gentile, and He makes no national difference at all.”

-John Phillips

“He cannot leave the subject [of Israel], with its sadness, its lessons, and its hope. He must say more of his love and longing for Israel; and also more about this aspect of Israel’s fall – this collision of man’s will with the Lord’s Way of Peace.”

-H.C.G. Moule

The issue of Israel and the gospel was a critical one in the heart and mind of Paul. His lineage was not something he ever forgot, and his compassion and concern for His own people was something that was evidenced throughout his Christian ministry.

It is with that love and longing in mind that Paul continues in chapter 10 to address the issue of Israel in relation the gospel dispensation and God’s eternal plan for redemption.

As we move through this chapter, which contains some of the most gospel-rich verses in the entire Bible, we see three truths that come to light: First of all we find:

I. THE MEANS OF THE GOSPEL DISREGARDED (v. 1-4)

Paul opens chapter 10 much as he did chapter nine. He confesses, “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.”

The Apostle to the Gentiles never lost his passion for his own people. Yet, he is quick to admit that Israel has largely disregarded and missed the basic truths of the gospel.

Notice that Paul describes:


A. Israel’s spiritual position

Look closely again at the words of verse one. Paul confesses that he desires and prays that Israel “might be saved.”

John Phillips points out that, “Paul wastes no words in coming to grips with the problem which faces every Jew in this dispensation.” Paul’s prayer reveals that he believes in no special treatment of Israel based purely upon their racial and national heritage. 

The religious Jew must be saved just as the reprobate Gentile. Israel’s spiritual position is no different than that of the rest of fallen humanity (cp. Ch. 2). 


B. Israel’s spiritual passion

In verse two, Paul concedes that Israel is passionate about their religion and adherence to the Law. He says, “…I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge.” 

Israel is zealous about the Law of God, and the things of God, but it is a misguided zealousness. This “zeal” that Paul mentions in verse in two is in some ways admirable. For example, in one of the apocryphal books of Maccabees, a story is given regarding Eleazer the priest. He was brought before the Roman authorities that were trying to stamp out the Jewish religion. He was commanded to eat pork, to which he responded, “No, not if you pluck out my eyes, and consume my bowels in the fire. We…who live under a divine law, consider no compulsion to be so forcible as obedience to our law.” He was beaten, whipped, and eventually killed, his dying words being, “I am dying for by fiery torments for thy law’s sake.”
Their zeal and dedication aside, Israel’s attention to the Law was “not according to knowledge.”

As Paul discusses Israel’s overall disregard for the means of salvation provided in the gospel, he points out not only Israel’s spiritual position, and spiritual passion, but also further:


C. Israel’s spiritual peril


In verse three, Paul goes on to explain that while Israel was passionate about the Law, they did so only because they were, “ignorant of God’s righteousness”, and were seeking to, “establish their own righteousness…” 

The problem this posed for Israel is that by trying to become righteous themselves through the Law, they were actually rebelling against God and His plan to justify men by faith alone. Their religious zeal was actually the source of their damnation. 

In verse four, Paul explains the reason for this saying, “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.” The Law is not the means to righteousness. Christ and His perfect keeping of the Law are the only means of being right with God.

As we continue in chapter 10, we see not only the means of the gospel disregarded, but we see also secondly:

II. THE METHOD OF THE GOSPEL EXPLAINED (v. 5-15)
Beginning in verse five, Paul begins to expound upon the thought that he began in verse four. He said that those who believe find Christ to be the end of the Law as a means of righteousness.

Within this section we have some of the clearest gospel verses in all the Scripture. Paul breaks down the process whereby one receives justification through Christ.

The description of the method of the gospel is seen in three steps. First of all, there is the principle of:


A. Approaching the accessible Christ

Verses 5-8 constitute a difficult grammatical section in which Paul makes reference to some Old Testament quotes. There are those who have criticized Paul for misapplying, or misusing these quotes, but a careful look at the section shows that Paul is making an application and a comparison from the sections he quotes.

In verse five, Paul mentions the name of Moses. He references Moses’ instructions to the people regarding the Law (Lev. 18:5). If the people obeyed the Law, they would live. As Paul has already stated, this was a practical impossibility.

In verse six, Paul continues on, again using the words of Moses. He says, “But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise…” With this, Paul uses the language of Deuteronomy 30, where Moses told the people that the Word of God was not hidden in heaven, or buried in the earth. In other words, they had easy access to the oracles and the Word of God.

This is Paul’s point in verse eight, where he says, “…The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart…”

Just as Israel had open access to the Word of God, so do they now have open access to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Messiah. Israel need not strive to reach heaven, nor overcome death through their merits, by God’s grace the Savior had come to them.

For the gospel to work in a man’s life, he need only to approach the accessible Christ on the grounds of faith.  From here, Paul goes on to point out further that the method of the gospel involves also:


B. Accepting the ascendant Christ

Paul concludes verse eight saying, “…that is, the word of faith, which we preach:” The acceptance of God’s provision was the heart of Paul’s message. Which he explains in verse nine, saying, “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”

Verse 10 is an explanation of the great promise of verse nine. The heart, which in this case signifies the whole man (mind, body, soul), is the place where man trusts in Christ, and public confession is the external evidence of the internal belief. In verse 11, confession is also an act of obedient compliance with the Scripture, and evidence of loyalty to the Lord.

Notice carefully, Paul is not describing a mere mental nod to the facts associated with the gospel. This “belief” is not just an affirmation of the historical life of Jesus of Nazareth. Paul is talking about a full acceptance of His full authority. To believe with the heart is to surrender all you know yourself to be to all you know the Lord Jesus to be.

Verses 12 and 13 wonderfully illustrate the open call of the gospel to anyone who will accept the Lord Jesus. This openness stems from the fact that Christ is “the same Lord over all,” and, “unto all that call upon him.”

For this reason, “…whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
Paul continues describing the method of the gospel by pointing us not only to the principles of approaching the accessible Christ, and accepting the ascendant Christ, but also lastly we see the principle of:


C. Announcing the available Christ

In verses 14 and 15, Paul connects a series of statements, and uses them to remind us of the responsibility that falls upon those who know the truth of the gospel.

His logic is that they cannot call on a Savior in which they do not believe. Likewise, they cannot believe on a Savior about which they have never heard. Finally, they cannot hear unless someone proclaims (preaches) the message to them. That preacher, Paul adds in verse 15, must be sent. 

In chapter nine, it was the sovereign plan of God that was highlighted. Here it is the saving proclamation of God that is highlighted. Yes, God has chosen His people before the foundation of the world. Yet, that election in no way eliminates the commission He has given to His people to declare the gospel to all who will believe. In fact, God views the proclamation of the gospel as a blessed and beautiful work.

In the conclusion of the chapter we see not only the means of the gospel disregarded, and the method of the gospel described, but we see also finally:

III. THE MESSAGE OF THE GOSPEL DENIED (v. 16-21)

The gospel is, in fact, not so foreign to Israel. Paul concludes the chapter by pointing out that the message of the gospel is one that Israel has heard, but chosen not to receive.

As Paul deals with Israel’s rejection of the gospel, he tells us about:


A. The communication of the gospel to Israel

Beginning in verse 16, Paul contends that Israel is not completely ignorant of the gospel message. He says, “But they have no all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?”

Israel’s rejection of the gospel stems not from ignorance, but rather from unbelief. Paul continues this argument saying, “…faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Verse 18 tells us that Israel has in fact heard this message, since the message comes from the Word of God.

Paul’s point is that Israel cannot claim that they did not know about the Messiah. The gospel had been communicated to them through the Word of God.


B. The conviction from the gospel in Israel

In verse 19, Paul continues to contend that Israel has heard the gospel, and he again uses Moses. He references Deuteronomy 32, where Moses warned the people with God’s promise that, “I will provoke you to jealously by them that are no people...” 
In verse 20, Isaiah’s writings are again referenced, as the prophet boldly warned Israel that their God would be, “found of them that sought [Him]  not,” and revealed to, “them that asked not after me.”

Paul seems to make the point here that God had already warned Israel that He would extend His grace to the Gentiles, and thereby convict the Jewish people of their rebellion.

Israel’s rejection of the gospel is further seen in:


C. The contention with the gospel from Israel

Verse 21 closes the chapter with God’s plea to His people from Isaiah 65, “All day long I have stretched forth my hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people.”

In spite of the revelation of the gospel to Israel, through her patriarchs and prophets, she still largely refuses to accept the grace of God by faith. As with the religious leaders of Christ’s day, there is in the nation of Israel a contention with the message of the gospel.

God has not abandoned Israel, as we will see in the succeeding chapter, and at the same time, He has not changed His plan to justify men by faith alone. Whether Jew or Gentile, Pharisee or pagan, the ground is always level at the foot of the cross. Ultimately, God will judge all men by the same criteria – their response to Christ.
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