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Romans 11

“Israel and the Future”

Paul has expressed his concern for Israel (ch. 9), admitting that they have largely rejected the gospel (ch. 10). Having said this, a natural question arises about whether or not God has likewise rejected Israel. In chapter 11, the Apostle Paul (always a Hebrew) takes up this question, and emphatically states that God has not, nor ever will abandon His covenant people.

“It would be hard to overstate Paul’s concern that the Jewish believers of his day not believe that God had rejected His chosen people in favor of the Gentiles. This was especially true because Gentiles, at that moment in history, were coming to Christ in swarms.”

-Woodrow Kroll

“Keep in mind this fact: God’s promises made to Abraham and David have not been cancelled. They await their ultimate fulfillment. During this present age, God is not dealing with the nation of Israel as a whole, but He is offering salvation to Jew and Gentile alike on an individual basis.”

-Lamoyne Sharpe

“We seem to see the look and hear the voice of the Apostle, once the mighty Rabbi, the persecuting patriot as he now begins to dictate again. His eyes brighten, and his brow clears, and a happier emphasis comes into his utterance, as he sets himself to speak of his people’s good…”

-H.C.G. Moule

Romans chapter 11 serves to remind us that God “is not slack concerning his promise” (2 Peter 3:9). What He has promised concerning Israel will come to pass. This is a chapter that pulls back the curtain regarding Israel and the future. It likewise helps us as the “Gentile bride” to better understand God’s ultimate plan.

Chapter 11 opens with this significant question: “Hath God cast away his people?”  Paul’s answer is a familiar one. He says, “God forbid.”  With this, Paul introduces the subject of the chapter, and we find three truths that relate to Israel and the future:

I. ISRAEL IS STILL INCLUDED AS GOD’S PEOPLE (v. 1-10)

Paul’s emphatic answer to the rhetorical question of verse one is that God has in no way “cast off”, or abandoned his chosen people – Israel. While the Gentiles seemed to be the central focus of God’s work in the present age, that was no indication that God had given up on the people of Israel.

In defending this important truth, Paul points us to three truths. He tells us first of all about:


A. God’s special group

Paul’s first evidence against God’s abandoning of Israel was himself. He says in verse one, “I also am an Israelite…” The fact that Paul had been saved was evidence that God was still working with His chosen people.

In the next few verses, Paul shows that “God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew…” This refers us back to the foreknowledge of God that was discussed in chapter eight. God’s foreknowledge was also at work in relation to Israel, in which He maintained a remnant. 

In verse four, Paul references God’s word to the prophet Elijah, reminding him that there was a group of 7,000 that had not bowed to Baal. 

The point Paul is making is that even in this age when it seems that Israel has completely been severed from God, there is a remnant that God has preserved as His special people.

Paul not only points us to God’s special people, but also to:


B. God’s sovereign grace

In verse five, Paul applies the example of verse four. He says, “Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant…”

He goes on to state that this remnant remains purely by the grace of God. Verse six explains that this remnant must survive purely by the process of election, or it would not be based on the grace of God, but human merit. Paul has already addressed this idea of human efforts and their shortcomings.

We see here not only God’s special people, and God’s sovereign grace, but we see also thirdly:


C. God’s supernatural governing

In verse seven, setting the stage for a conclusion, Paul says, “What then?” He goes on to explain that while the whole of Israel were seeking for righteousness, only the remnant has “obtained” it, and as for the rest and majority of Israel, “the rest were blinded”.

In verses 8-10, Paul says that God has actually caused the blindness and spiritual “slumber” that has resulted in Israel’s unbelief.

Supernaturally, according to His eternal plan, God has hardened the heart of the overall nation of Israel. Paul quotes David’s words from Psalm 69, in which Israel, as a result of their stubbornness are pushed on in their rebellion by God’s overruling hand. This is much like God’s dealings with Pharaoh in chapter nine.

“Not one word implies the thought that He who so acts meets a soul tending upwards and turns it downward…But we do learn that the adversaries of God and Christ may be, and, where the Eternal so sees it good, are, sentenced to go their own way, even to its issues in destruction.”

-H.C.G. Moule

The governing of God regarding Israel is that they are presently blind, cold, and resistant to the gospel. Nevertheless, this is no indication that He has cast them off. In fact, as we shall see, they are still His people and very much part of His work!


We see not only that Israel is still included as God’s people, but we see also further that:

II. ISRAEL IS STILL INVOLVED GOD’S PLAN (v. 11-24)

As Paul continues the chapter, he points out that far from being abandoned and rejected by God, Israel is still in this day a central player in the plan of God for this world.

Paul asks the question in verse 11, “Have they stumbled that they should fall?” The idea of this question is whether or not Israel’s stumble in unbelief is for the purpose of their total and complete fall.

To answer this, Paul explains that even Israel’s stumble into unbelief is part of His ultimate and glorious plan.
Paul explains that Israel is still a part of God’s plan:


A. In the work of conversion

In verse 11, Paul states that, “…through [Israel’s] fall salvation is come to the Gentiles…” 

Later in verse 12, this “fall” of Israel is referred to as, “the riches of the world”. The idea is that because of Israel’s rejection of Christ as the Messiah, the gospel was consequently (and providentially) preached to the Gentiles who openly and willingly received it.

Far from surprising God, the unbelief of Israel is being used by Him for the conversion of countless numbers of Gentiles! Ultimately, as Paul eludes to in verses 12 and 15, not only Israel’s rejection, but Israel’s restoration will be used by God for the furtherance of the gospel!

He is using Israel not only in the work of conversion, but they are also a part of His plan:


B. In the work of conviction

In verses 12-16 Paul mingles two separate works of God. One is the work of Israel’s rejection resulting in the conversion of the Gentiles. The other work is the conversion of the Gentiles resulting in the conviction of Israel.

Paul says in verses 13 and 14, “For I speak to you Gentiles…If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh…”

Chapter 10 closed with this same concept. Apparently, in the mind of God, it has been part of His sovereign plan to use the conversion of the Gentiles as a means of convicting, and creating a holy jealousy in the heart of Israel.

There is another way in which God is currently involving Israel in His plan. He is using them not only in the work of conversion and conviction, but also:


C. In the work of consecration

At the close of verse 16, Paul introduces the idea of “branches”. With this, Paul launches into a section of verses in which he reminds the Gentile Christian that while some of the Jewish “branches” have been “broken off” (v. 17), and some Gentile “branches” have been “grafted in”, this is no reason for the Gentiles to boast.

After all, “thou bearest not the root, but the root thee.” Paul challenges the Gentile converts against pride and unbelief, which were the reasons that Israel has suffered.

Here, Israel is used as a lesson to urge the Gentiles to consecrate themselves completely to God’s grace and mercy. The section seems to be an encouragement against any animosity or arrogance toward the Jews.

After admonishing the Gentile converts, Paul returns to the subject of Israel, and teaches us not only that Israel is still included as God’s people, and Israel is still involved in God’s plan, but we see also thirdly that:

III. ISRAEL IS STILL INSURED BY GOD’S PROMISE (v. 25-36)

In the close of this chapter, Paul concludes the issue of Israel and her relationship with God. Looking forward, Paul assures his readers that one day, Israel will be saved by God’s grace, and His promises to them will be fulfilled.

In verse 25, Paul refers to the “mystery” of Israel’s present blindness. From this we see Paul concluding in three ways:


A. Paul explains the work of God

In verse 25, Paul once again explains that Israel’s present blindness is part of God’s sovereign plan “until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in.” Once God’s work with the Gentiles is complete, Paul says that, “…all Israel shall be saved…” 

We cannot take this phrase to indicate some universal salvation for Israel. This goes against everything Paul has been saying. The indication is that there is coming a day when Israel will, in mass, turn to the Lord Jesus and be saved.

There is coming a day when the people of Israel (those that are alive) will repent of their unbelief, and by God’s grace they will be saved.

Paul explains that this is the ultimate work of God for His people.


B. Paul expounds the way of God

As is his custom, Paul uses the Old Testament to support his teaching. In verse 26, he quotes from Isaiah 59. Then in verse 27, he pulls his quote from Isaiah 27. 

Paul’s point is to show that all along, God has had a plan, yeah, a covenant, that involves the salvation of Israel. Though now they seem to be in opposition to the gospel (v. 28), when it comes to the eternal plan of God, “…they are beloved for the fathers’ sakes.” God still loves Israel based on the promises He made to the patriarchs. His promises and blessing “are without repentance (v. 29).”

Just as the Gentiles were once unbelieving, and have now become recipients of God’s mercy (v. 30), even so the unbelieving Jews will one day receive the mercy of God (v. 31-32).

Notice carefully that even with Israel God’s methods will not change. He will always be a God that operates in mercy based upon His grace!

It is this gracious, sovereign acting of God that leads Paul from explaining the work of God, and expounding the way of God, to where finally we see that:


C. Paul extols the wisdom of God

The thrill of the thought that God will eventually bring Israel back into a blessed and rich relationship with Himself is too much for the apostle. He closes the chapter in a doxology. He praises the wisdom of God’s sovereign dealings.

Lest we question some aspect of God’s immutable plan, Paul says in verse 34, “…who hath known the mind of the Lord? Or who hath been his counseller?”

The reality is that God’s plan is perfect, and though there are parts that are mysterious and unknown, in the end it will all result in His “glory for ever. Amen”

As we leave this trio of chapters regarding Israel, let us not forget that God has chosen Israel as His earthly people, and that we are obliged to pray for them, and to preach to them the gospel! To neglect Israel is to work contrary to God’s divine plan!
Terry Trivette 2009


