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Romans 15

“Precepts and Plans”

Most commentators feel that as many as the first 14 verses of chapter 15 more closely belong to the previous chapter. There is a clear connection of the subject matter in first half of chapter 15 with that of chapter 14. Paul is continuing to deal with the issue of unity among the brethren. In this chapter, Paul concludes the issue by pointing believers to the divine example of Christ.

“Paul’s teaching on living a life of sensitivity spills over into chapter 15. It’s unfortunate that those who placed the chapter breaks in the Bible did so at this point, for there is clearly no break in Paul’s thought until Romans 15:13”

-Woodrow Kroll

“The way to happiness and harmony in the assembly of God’s people is not easy. People are different. They are saved from a multitude of backgrounds – racial and religious, social and educational…It cannot be done by nature, but it can be done through grace. The things that unite us are far stronger than the things that divide us. We are united in Christ by a common birth, by precious blood, and by one belief.”

-John Phillips

Once the apostle has fully dealt with the issue of unity among the body, he moves on to admonish and encourage the Roman believers, and also apprise them of his future hopes and plans of visiting them. In the second half of this chapter, Paul begins to conclude the letter.

“The Apostle Paul begins to conclude this letter long before he actually ends.”

-Woodrow Kroll

“…these words of St. Paul about himself have proved to be windows so that we have been able to study something of the character of the man himself…There was an authority about the words he said; There was a validity about the work he did; and there was a humility about the way he lived.”

-George Duncan

“He will say a warm, gracious word about the spiritual state of the Roman believers. He will justify, with a noble courtesy, his own authoritative attitude as their counselor. He will talk a little of his hoped for and now seemingly approaching visit, and matters in connection with it. He will greet the individuals whom he knows, and commend the bearer of the letter, and add last messages from his friends. Then Phoebe may receive her charge, and go on her way.”

-H.C.G. Moule

As we read through this fifteenth chapter, we find the apostle engaged in three efforts. First of all, we see that:

I. PAUL IS INSTRUCTING (v. 1-7)

The stream of chapter 14 overflows the man-made dam of chapter division, and Paul continues to instruct the Roman believers in the areas of unity and brotherly love.

In the instructions of chapter 15, Paul urges the believers, regardless of what side of the “Christian Liberty” aisle they may occupy, to live with each other in light of their common Lord.

Paul instructs them:


A. To be considerate

Verse one begins with the familiar distinctions of “weak” and “strong”. Paul instructs those “that are strong” to, “…bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves.”

The Greek word translated “infirmities” (asthenema) comes from a root word that speaks of disease, or sickness. Paul says that rather than blasting the scruples of the weaker brother, we are to bear them. Their feebleness of the weak is to be patiently endured by the strong.

Verse two carries an injunction that applies to all parties involved. Paul says, “Let every one of us please his neighbor for his good to edification.”

Edification is always the end of Christian behavior. We are considerate of our brothers and sisters for the purpose of building them up, and helping them along in their faith.

Paul’s instructions are not only to be considerate, but notice also that they are:


B. To be Christ-like

In verse three, Paul turns the attention of his reader toward the Lord Jesus. He says, “For even Christ pleased not himself…” Selflessness colored the conduct of the Savior, who came not to be ministered to, but to give His life for others (Matthew 20:28). In all things, Christ is not only our Lord, but our leader as well.

To support his statement, Paul quotes from Psalm 69:9, saying, “…as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee fell on me.” This Old Testament reference is qualified by Paul in verse four, where he reminds the reader that what was written in the past, “was written for our learning.”
In the immediate context, Paul is referring to the Old Testament predictions regarding the Messiah, for that is essentially all they had at that time. Now, the application of this verse is broader. We have the gospels, recording for us the actions and behaviors of the Lord Jesus. We are to learn from these, and apply His life to ours in order that we might become like Him.

Paul’s instructions are not only to be considerate, and to be Christ-like, but also further, the instruction is:


C. To be connected

All of these admonitions of selflessness and deference are for a single, noble end. Paul prays in verse five that “the God of patience” would grant the brethren in Rome, “…to be likeminded one toward another according to Jesus Christ.”

This likeminded body, operating in deferring consideration one for another, would ultimately result in a church that, “…with one mind and one mouth glorify God…”

When the body of Christ is connected, its diversity not a hindrance to its unity, then the glory of God is accomplished through his people.

In verse seven, Paul reiterates his initial point. He says, “Wherefore,” knowing the glory of God is at stake, “…receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.”

With the gracious reception of Christ as the standard, divisions among the brethren should be all but eliminated.

In this chapter, we not only see that Paul is instructing, but also that:

II. PAUL IS INSPIRING (v. 8-13)

Paul has all but concluded his teachings on unity. However, the subject of unity seems to move Paul to write something in regard to the Jews and Gentiles. In the burgeoning church at Rome there were both Jewish and Gentile believers. With verse eight, Paul begins a section in which he reminds them of God’s work in the lives of both groups, and inspires them to move forward together.

Paul inspires them:


A. With the plan of God

In verse eight, Paul says, “Now I say that Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made unto the fathers.”

The idea behind this verse is to remind the believers that Christ was an impeccable Jew. He obeyed the Jewish law completely, for the purpose of fulfilling His role as Messiah.

However, God’s plan was not to raise up a Jewish Church, but a bride comprised of people out of “every tongue and nation (Rev. 5:9). Therefore, Paul says in verse nine, that Christ also came so that, “…the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy…”

With this, Paul includes four references (Ps. 18:49, Deut. 32:43, Ps. 117:1, Is. 11:10) that support this plan of God to meld together Jews and Gentiles into one coherent body. 

Unity and brotherly love have been Paul’s cry for the last several verses, and now he inspires them to unity based on God’s plan for the Gentiles.

Not only does he inspire with the plan of God, but also:


B. With the peace of God

Verse 13 is one of those familiar Pauline benediction / blessings that often appear in his writings. He says, “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing…”

With unity there is peace. When Christians are unified, it is the peace of God. Paul motivates them by asking God to give them His peace as they trust in Him together.

In verse 13, Paul also motivates them:


C. With the power of God

Paul’s blessing upon them not only involves the peace of God, but also includes the power of God through the Holy Spirit. He says, “…that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.”

Inspirational words are stacked on top of each other as Paul seeks to inspire the Roman believers to love each other as they serve each other in the name of Christ!

In this chapter, Paul is not only instructing and inspiring, but we see also thirdly that:

III. PAUL IS INFORMING (v. 14-33)

The remainder of the chapter is very introspective on the part of Paul. “I” is a frequent word in this section in which Paul seeks to reveal something of himself to these Roman Christians that he loved, though he had never met them.

Paul addresses them in verse 14 saying, “…I myself am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.”

Paul was confident of the spiritual acuity of the Roman Christians, and yet there was some information that Paul felt he needed to give them before closing his letter.

Paul’s information involved:


A. His explanation

Having never been to Rome, and not being totally familiar with the Roman Christians, Paul felt it necessary to explain why he had written to them. He says in verse 15 that in spite of their spiritual level, “Nevertheless…I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort…”

He wrote to them in an authoritative manner, and with firmness, because he was confident of his office as “…minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles…”  This was a ministry that God had confirmed “through mighty signs and wonders.” These unusual graces had enabled Paul to preach throughout much of the then known world.

Paul says all of this, not only to validate Himself and vindicate His letter, but also to explain to his readers why he had not yet visited them in Rome. He explains in verse 20, that because he has tried not to preach where others had already labored, his coming to them had, “…been much hindered…”
This section is typical of Paul. Though he likely did not need to explain or justify himself, he graciously informs the readers of his credentials and motives for writing.

He also informs them of:


B. His expectation

Having explained why he hadn’t come sooner, Paul goes on to say that Rome is definitely on His itinerary. In verse 24 he says, “Whensoever I take my journey into Spain, I will come to you…”

Paul goes on to explain that he is going to take a special offering, collected from the churches in Macedonia and Achaia, to Jerusalem, for the aid of the suffering church in that city (v. 26-27).

After this has been accomplished, the apostle expected to travel to Spain, with a stop in Rome, where he said, “I am sure that when I come unto you, I shall come in the fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.”

Paul informed them not only with His explanation, and His expectations, but finally he informed them through:


C. His exhortation

Knowing the undoubted opposition that awaited him in Jerusalem, Paul says in verse 30, “Now I beseech you, brethren…that ye strive together with me in your prayers…” These prayers were for the purpose of deliverance from, “…them that do not believe in Judaea...,” as well as for acceptance among the believers in Jerusalem.

Paul calls on these Christians to strive with him in prayer. He was not an independent agent, free from needing the aid and service of those around him. Paul needed financial support (v. 24), and spiritual support. 

All this information was given in the hopes that Paul could come to them, and with them, “…be refreshed (v. 32).” 
Paul was not an anonymous, monastic scribe, dictating theological mandates from a cloistered cave. He was a real man, with hopes and dreams, needs and requests. In this chapter Paul opens his heart and his day-planner for the Roman church to see. He gives them both precepts and plans. There is both authority and accountability. 

With typical grace, Paul closes chapter 15 with another of his benediction / blessings. “Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.”
Terry Trivette 2009


