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Romans 16

“Farewell”

It would seem as if chapter 15 is a fitting conclusion to this epistle. Some have debated that the 16th chapter is an unnecessary addition to the book. However, in this sixteenth chapter, there are personal greetings that were important both to the author and to the original recipients. Besides the greetings, there is yet one more exhortation to the church, and that alone makes the chapter worthy of note.

“…Paul is having a difficult time saying good-bye to the believers in Rome. His efforts to do so extend much further here that in any of his other letters…It is evident that he had many friends who had settled in Rome and wished to bear greetings to them.”

-Woodrow Kroll

“[Paul kept] himself informed of the state of the church in Rome. He knew many of the leading Christians by name. They were all down in his prayer book, and now he checks them off one by one as he draws his letter to a close.”

-John Phillips

“The Apostle, pacing the chamber…is aware that his message is at an end, as to doctrine and counsel. But before he bids his willing and wondering secretary rest from his labours, he has to discharge his own heart of the personal thoughts and affections which have lain ready in it all the while, and which his last words about his coming visit to the City have brought up in all their life and warmth.”

-H.C.G. Moule

This last chapter is unusually difficult to break down, for it moves in and out of greetings and salutations, and darts from these to instructions and doxology. Nonetheless, in this farewell chapter, there are three divisions. First of all:

I. THERE IS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT (v. 1-16, 22-23)

Paul’s apostolic concern was not only for the precepts of the faith, but also for the people of the faith. His affection for people, his brothers and sisters in Christ, is evident as you read this extensive list of names that Paul recommends, salutes, and greets. 

Paul endeavors to graciously acknowledge those in Rome that he knows both personally or by reputation. In examining the list, some are familiar to us, and others are anonymous. All of them, at the time of this writing, were familiar to author, and fond in his heart.

A quick look at the names serves to bring our attention to several of the key ones.

1. Phebe (Phoebe) (v.1-2): Phoebe is the apparent carrier and deliverer of the letter. Paul calls her a “servant (diakonos) of the church which is at Cenchrea.” Pheobe is commended and recommended by the Apostle. He urges the Romans to take care of her needs. Some suppose Pheobe to be a wealthy widow, serving in her church, and used by Paul as she headed to Rome for some particular business.

2. Priscilla and Aquila (v. 3-4): These legendary laymen appear often in the life of Paul. Their impact on his life is inestimable. Here, he refers to some incident in which they risk their own lives for Paul’s sake. In verse five, Paul greets the church that is in their house. Neither, as far as we know, are pastors or office-holders of any type. Yet their influence on the first century church is clear throughout the New Testament.

3. Mary (v. 6): No reason to assume (Dan Brown) this is Mary Magdalene or any other Mary associated with the gospels. The name “Mary” was an extremely common name. This Mary, regardless of which Mary she is, “bestowed much labor” on the Apostle at some point.

4. Andronicus and Junia (v. 7): This couple, apparently Jewish, as Paul calls them, “my kinsmen”, had apparently shared an imprisonment with Paul, and were well known among the Apostles. Paul acknowledges that they had preceded him in the faith. 

5. Tryphena and Tryphosa (v. 12): This appears to be two women (possibly sisters) that had faithfully labored in some area for the Lord. The ESV calls them, “workers in the Lord”. Some (Adam Clarke) have speculated a preaching ministry for these ladies, though there is little evidence for that.

6. Rufus (v. 13): There is a possible connection between this Rufus, and Simon of Cyrene that carried the Lord’s cross. Mark 15:21 “And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross.” It is also of note that Paul refers to Rufus’ mother as his own as well. It is unlikely that she was actually Paul’s mother. Most likely, she had been motherly towards him at some point.

Paul acknowledges many others, most of which we know nothing about. In verse 16, it appears that Paul’s acknowledgements are ended. He says, “…The churches of Christ salute you.”

Dropping down to verse 21, Paul again sends his greetings and regards, this time on behalf of Timothy, Lucius (Luke), Jason (Acts 17:7?), and Sosipater (Acts 20:4?).

Then, in verse 22, Tertius, the faithful scribe sends his greetings, along with the host at the time, Gaius, and a couple of other Christian brothers.

These acknowledgements and greetings are to and from people that we are largely unfamiliar with. However, they were brothers in Christ, who at the time, knew and prayed for one another.

In this farewell chapter, there is not only acknowledgement, but notice also secondly that:

II. THERE IS ADMONITION (V. 17-20)

The Apostle cannot close without some small instruction and admonition for the flock he longed to see. Inserted between greetings and acknowledgements, there is a brief section of practical instruction.

In these four verses, there are admonitions:


A. To watchfulness

In verse 17, Paul urges the believers to be aware of those, “…which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned…” These people are to be “marked” and “avoided.” 

Paul had friends, but there were also enemies that would strive to dispute and discredit the gospel Paul had labored to declare. These people were to identified and isolated. In verse 18, Paul clarifies that these people were selfish in their motives, and, “…by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.”

B. To wisdom

Paul quickly reminds them in verse 19 of their testimony, acknowledging their faith. He did not want them to think he was belittling them, by calling them simple (v. 18). He wanted them to be, “…wise unto that which is good…,” and simple with regard to evil.

The admonition is not only to watchfulness, and to wisdom, but also:


C. To waiting

In verse 20, the Apostle gives them a sure and encouraging promise. He says, “And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly.” Evil abounded around them, and in the days to come, evil would rule over them and persecute them for their beloved Lord’s sake. Yet, this promise surely would hang on their lips. The Tempter would be overcome shortly! Patience and waiting would be needed.

In this chapter, Paul not only acknowledges and admonishes, but notice also that:

III. THERE IS ADORATION (v. 25-27)

Before Tertius lays down the quill, Paul will dictate a last word of praise to the Lord that had inspired the writing of this monumental letter. Verse 25 begins with the words, “Now to him…”

The letter was written about His salvation. It was written under His inspiration. It is closes with His glorification!

This adoration of Paul is concerned with:


A. The enabling God

Paul’s planned journey to them was not the basis for his confidence concerning their future. He says in verse 25 that it was God that was able to, “…stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ…”

The gospel takes root in a life by the power of God! He is the enabling God that allowed the believers in ancient Rome, and likewise the believers of contemporary Christianity to stand on the “faith once delivered to the saints.”


B. The enlightening God

The close of verse 25 speaks of the “mystery” of the gospel that was, “…kept secret since the world began” In verse 26, Paul praises God that the secret was out. The “commandment of the everlasting God” had brought forth the Scriptures and revealed the truth of the gospel to divinely enlightened eyes.


C. The enduring God

Verse 27 ends this multi-level doxology. Paul says, “To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen.” Through the mighty work of the Son, manifested through the gospel proclaimed by Paul and all those that carry on his preaching lineage, the only wise God is singularly glorified into the eons of forever!

The glory of God is the ultimate aim of all that Paul has written. Likewise, the gospel is best understood and proclaimed when the glory of God is the ultimate goal. We preach, witness, and write, not primarily to save souls from hell, but rather that through all of time glory will be given to God of eternity!

No better word could be used to conclude this “Everest of the New Testament”. When this letter has been read and reread and then read again, the reader will no doubt say with the Apostle, “Amen.”
Terry Trivette 2009


