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Romans 2

“I Was Talking To You Too”

In chapter one, Paul exposes the depravity and wickedness of all mankind in an effort to illustrate their universal guilt before God. In chapter two, Paul continues this theme, only now his argument is aimed at those who consider themselves to be morally or religiously justified before God.

“The man listens as if he were allowed a seat beside the Judge’s chair, as if he were an esteemed assessor of the Court, and could listen with a grave yet untroubled approbation to the discourse preliminary to the sentence. Ah, he is an assessor of the accused; he is an accomplice of his fallen fellows; he is a poor guilty man himself. Let him awake to himself, and to his sin, in time.”

-The Epistle to the Romans; H.C.G. Moule

For anyone who did not feel they were quite as wicked as the crowd mentioned in chapter one, Paul proceeds to write chapter two. The reprobate and the religious man, the murderer and the moralist, they are all equally guilty before God.

I. THE GUILT OF THE RESPECTABLE SINNER (v. 1-16)

While there is a difference of opinion as to who exactly is being addressed in the first part of chapter two, many contend that Paul is dealing with those who had turned to morality for their justification. 

They preached the value of virtue, but lived lives of complete and total vice. They did not see themselves as wicked as others. Through learning and achievement, they had become respectable men. Paul points out that they may have been respectable, but they were still respectable sinners.


A. Their hypocrisy (v.1-3)

In the opening verses, Paul challenges these prideful moralists, by reminding them that they were judging others for wickedness that they themselves were guilty of as well.


B. Their hardness (v.4-5)

Paul moves on his argument against the moralists to point out that they too, like those in chapter one, had resisted the revelation of God. He says in verse four, that they had despised “the riches of his goodness…” In verse five he speaks of the “hardness” of their hearts. Just as those described in chapter one had refused to acknowledge God, so had the moralist. He claimed to be good apart from God.


C. Their hearing (v. 6-16)

Over the next ten verses Paul describes clearly the judgment that is coming for all men, including the hypocritical moralist. He says that all men will one day be judged by God according to their works. He promises that those that “doeth evil” will suffer tribulation and wrath from almighty God. 

Paul makes it clear that all those who refuse Christ have a hearing before God one day, at which their works will be used against them.

II. THE GUILT OF THE RELIGIOUS SINNER (v.17-29)

In verse 17, Paul appears to shift his attention from those who hold to their morality, and begins to focus upon those who hold to their religion – specifically the Jews.

Again, Paul’s point is to prove the universal guilt of all men. In chapter one he deals with the guilt of what some religious men would have called “pagans”. Now he comes to the Temple, and begins to point the finger of conviction at those who supposedly represented God.


A. The pride of the religious man (v. 17-20)

In this section Paul confronts the Jew, or the religious man, with his religious pride. One of the great plagues of religion is that it breeds pride in those who succeed in adhering to it.

The Jews saw themselves as superior to the rest of the world because they were religious. Paul rhetorically points out this pride.


B. The problem with the religious man (v. 21-24)

Paul now turns up the heat as he begins to point out the hypocrisy of the Jewish religious man. He contends that what the religious man has been preaching, he has not been practicing.


C. The peril of the religious man (v. 25-29)

The peril for the religious man was that his religion would be of no profit to him before God, because it was nothing more than an outward exercise. Paul uses circumcision as a picture of religious practice that is useless because it is not supported by the heart.

Chapter one and chapter two are connecting links in a chain. Paul is trying to state the case against all humanity. He is pointing every man to their universal guilt before God.

The religious man, or the moral man, may look better than the savage sinner, but their standing is no different before God. Both are guilty. Both are lost. Both are doomed apart from the gospel – which is where Paul is headed.
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