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Romans 5:1-11

“Energizer Justification”

Having thoroughly laid the groundwork for the principle of justification by faith alone, Paul now begins in the first part of chapter five to elaborate on the after-effects, or continuing power of justification.

While justification is a single act of God that occurs at the moment of salvation, the benefits of justification carry on throughout the life of the believer. The eternal security of the believer is wrapped up in the thoughts of this section.

“It has been the temptation of Christians sometimes to regard the truth and exposition of Justification as if there were a certain hardness and as it were dryness about it; as if it were a topic rather for the schools than for life. If excuses have ever been given for such a view, they must come from other quarters than the Epistle to the Romans.”

-The Epistle to the Romans; H.C.G. Moule

“…the Apostle is now going to show us that in light of what he has been saying there are certain inevitable deductions which can be drawn, and should be drawn.”

-Romans: Assurance; Martyn Lloyd-Jones

“Paul now demonstrates that not only are benefits derived from justification at the moment of salvation, but blessings also accompany justification throughout the believer’s life.”

-Romans: Righteousness in Christ; Woodrow Kroll

“Justification involves far more than merely being declared innocent of wrongdoing by God. Justification ushers us into a new relationship with God. Justification is the root and trunk of a tree that, once planted, bears all sorts of delightful fruits.”

-Paul’s Epistle to the Romans; Lamoyne Sharpe

Commentators seem to look at the first half of chapter five in one of two ways. They either view it as simply a list of the benefits of justification, or they interpret it to be an explanation of the eternal nature of justification. 

While there are several benefits of justification found in this passage, the gist and aim of the passage is to show the eternal nature of the believer’s security.

The first basis for the eternal nature of justification is found in the fact that:

I. A PEACE HAS BEEN MADE THROUGH CHRIST (v. 1-5)

One of the reasons that justification is needed is because man has become severed and separated from God by reason of his sin. Paul has established the fact of that sin in previous chapters, as well as the means of removing that guilt through faith in Jesus Christ (4: 24).

Now he begins chapter five with a “Therefore”, pointing us back, and bringing us forward. He says, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God...” One of the reasons our justification is eternal is the fact that peace has been made with God. He has been satisfied completely by the death of His Son.

Paul describes this peace as:


A. Peace that reconciles us

Notice carefully that we now have, “…peace with God…” This is not to be confused with the “peace of God” that Paul discusses elsewhere. Here Paul is talking about the fact that there is now reconciliation of the Father and the believer.

There was once a war raging between the sin of man and holiness of God. Through Christ, a peace treaty has been signed, and the war is over forever. Man is restored to a relationship with His Creator.

“As our mediator, Jesus Christ has worked out our peace treaty with God.”

-Romans: Righteousness in Christ; Woodrow Kroll


B. Peace that reassures us

This peace with God mentioned in verse one, not only results in our reconciliation with the father, but it also a truth on which we stand throughout our life. Paul says in verse two, that through Christ, “…we have access by faith unto this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”

The word translated “stand” in verse two, is the Greek word histemi, and it speaks of standing and abiding. In sin we were fallen, but in justification we stand. The fact that there is peace with God reassures us and allows us to stand firm.

The fact that we “…rejoice in hope of the glory of God” further illustrates the assurance that this peace gives us. That we as sinners could “boast” in anything is a sign of God’s grace.


C. Peace that reinforces us

In verses three through five, Paul touches on the effect this peace has upon us in the midst of the troublesome world in which we live. Notice that peace with God in no way means peace in this world. In fact, tribulations are a result of belonging to God. The good news is that the peace of our justification reinforces and strengthens us for these tribulations.

In verse three, Paul states that because of this peace, we are able to, “…glory in tribulations also…” In verse two, we rejoiced over our standing with God. Now in verse three, we also glory, or rejoice (same word translated “rejoice” in verse two) over our tribulations.

This seems like a strange point to make. Therefore, Paul gives us reasons why we rejoice in our tribulations. It is first of all because that through tribulations, something is created in us. Paul says in verses three and four that tribulations create “patience”, and that patience creates “experience”, and that experience then results in “hope”. In other words, through tribulations God develops in us a patient endurance, that proves His faithfulness (experience), and in turn breeds in us hope regarding His continued faithfulness.

We rejoice in tribulations not only because through them something is created in us, but also because of the fact that in them something is confirmed in us. Verse five tells us that the hope that is developed through tribulations will never be disappointed, or ashamed, because the love of God is “shed abroad” (literally poured out) in our hearts by the Holy Spirit.

In other words, the peace with have with God allows us to traverse the valleys tribulation with rejoicing, knowing that in that valley God is working in our lives.

Paul teaches about the eternal nature of our justification by pointing us not only to the fact that a peace has been made through Christ, but also by the fact that:

II. A PROVISION HAS BEEN MADE BY CHRIST (v. 6-8)

In verses six through eight, Paul connects our peace with God to the provision of the Lord Jesus Christ, and His work on the cross. In doing so, Paul shows how that the death of Christ is another evidence of the eternal work of justification.

Justification can only come through the meritorious death of Christ. That death being accomplished ensures justification for the believer. There are three things we see regarding this provision:


A. It is an unwarranted provision

Paul opens verse six by saying, “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for us.” According to the plan of God, without any initiation on our part, when we were powerless to save ourselves, Christ came and died in our place. As far as we are concerned, there is no warrant for this provision of grace in Christ.

The word “ungodly” covers all who were impacted by the fall. This is the worst and the least of sinners. Because of this reality, there was not warrant (humanly speaking) for the death of Christ in our stead.


B. It is an unusual provision

In verse seven, continuing on his theme, Paul describes the unusually nature of Christ’s death in the place of sinners. He points out that, “…scarcely for a righteous man will one die…” The idea here is that we may find examples in our world of someone dying for someone else, but these examples are rare, and they are usually in reference to someone who deserves, or at least appreciates the sacrifice.

However, in our case, we were enemies of God, and therefore the work of Christ is unusually gracious. It is sacrifice taken to a new level. It is a sacrifice irrespective of the worthiness or appreciation of the recipient.


C. It is an unprompted provision

Paul continues this stream of thought, and says memorably in verse eight, “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” This verse is closely akin to verse six. The idea is that before man could offer anything to God, God’s love was demonstrated to man. 


We did not prompt the work of God. 2,000 years ago, while we were still future victims of the fall, God sent the provision of Christ! Paul again reminds us that our justification has nothing to do with our own works, but was planned, predicted, provided, and performed completely through the grace of God.

Our justification is an ongoing, remaining, continual truth that is based upon the fact that we have peace with God through the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul brings both of these facts to bear upon verses nine through eleven, where we see that our justification is eternal based finally upon the fact that:

III. A PROMISE HAS BEEN MADE IN CHRIST (v. 9-11)

Verse nine begins with the statement, “Much more then…” This seems to indicate that Paul is working toward a point in regard to justification as an eternal work in the life of the believer.

The work of justification is in fact a promise. If there is peace with God, and if Christ has made that peace through His blood, then justification is a transaction that never changes, and therefore has an impact on the believers present and future.

Christ is the promise that our justification is eternal. “If you know that you stand justified before God through the death and resurrection of Christ, your whole salvation is guaranteed (Lloyd-Jones).”

This promise that we glean from this section is seen in verses 9-11. Three things appear regarding this promise. 


A. The promise deals with the rescue of the saints

What exactly is the promise of justification? Verse nine gives us the answer. Paul says, “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.”

Justification ultimately will save God’s people from the wrath that is to come. Justification means that I am at peace with God now, and that when it is time for Him to judge the world in wrath, that peace will exclude me from that judgment (a point Paul picks up on in more detail in chapter eight). 

Justification rescues us from the judgment of God. Therefore it has a present, and a promised work.

B. The promise depends on the resurrection of the Savior

As Paul moves into verse 10, he explains that our justification, and its effects on our future depends not only on the death of Christ, but also upon the resurrection of Christ. He says, “For if, when we enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.”

The last two words of verse 10 are critical. In verses six through eight, Paul has been dealing with the death of Christ, but now he speaks of His life. Justification, as an eternal principle in the believer’s life, is tied to the Lord’s resurrection as well as His death.

“Thus the Apostle meets our need on every side. He shows us the holy Law satisfied for us. He shows us the eternal Love liberated upon us. He shows us the Lord’s own Life clasped around us, imparted to us…” –H.C.G. Moule


C. The promise develops from the reconciliation of the sinner

As is Paul’s custom, he has now come full circle, and in verse 11 we are brought again to the principle of reconciliation. Paul says, “And not only also…” or we might say, “And not only are we saved by his life (v.10) in the future, but we also presently joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement.”

Two words merit special attention in this verse. The fist is the word “joy”. It is translated from the Greek word that means to boast, or glory in something. It is the same word that is translated “glory” earlier in verse three. Paul says that our justification is eternal, and that eternal truth is one in which we presently boast and glory.

The second word that we note is the word “atonement”. The Greek word speaks of being restored to divine favor. The NASB translates it “reconciliation”. The translation of the Authorized Version is not incorrect however, in that the original meaning of atonement was “at-one-ment”. We think of atonement only in the sense of propitiation, but it also speaks of restoration, or reconciliation.

Verse 11 brings us back to the idea of reconciliation. Reconciliation is the result of our justification. It is a result that begins at our conversion, and lasts throughout our relationship with the Lord.

As Paul moves into the next section of his epistle, he wants it to be clear that justification is a part of the eternal, continual work that God performs in the life of those who come to Him by faith. Salvation is not a temporary, vacillating work. Salvation is the work of God performed eternally through Christ.
Terry Trivette 2009


