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Romans 8:17-39

“What A Day That Will Be”

The first section of chapter eight is in many ways a review of truths that have already appeared in the Epistle. The Holy Spirit’s ministry is here combined with the truth of the believer’s unification with Christ to point us to the truth that we are “led by the Spirit of God.” Through His enablement, we no longer walk “after the flesh”, but “after the Spirit.”

As Paul moves on in this great chapter, he shifts from this present life to the eternal life that is promised for the child of God. The chapter began with “no condemnation”, and crescendos with “no separation.” Paul takes the truths of the previous chapters and uses them as a telescope to show us to the blessed hope that waits for God’s elect.

“[Paul] now uses one of his favorite words to describe the process by which he has learned to look beyond present circumstances to future glory. ‘I reckon,’ he states…The word is logizomai…”

-Donald Barnhouse

“Suffering, for the Christian, is always linked with glory. I Peter is full of this, and Paul, the moment the thought of suffering comes into his mind, finds the hope of glory coming with it.”

-George Duncan

“[The believer] knows that something ‘far better’ is yet to come. His longing is not merely for a personal victory, but for an eternally unhindered service. That will not fully be his till his whole being is actually, as well as in covenant, redeemed.”

-H.C.G. Moule

“[Paul] brings us face to face with the fundamental theme of the Bible – God’s plan and purpose of redemption conceived before time and the foundation of the world, and spanning the whole of human history from the original creation to the final glory.”

-Martyn Lloyd-Jones

In many ways, “Calvary has no date.” The death, burial, and resurrection of Christ is a work that transcends time. Before the earth was formed, it was in the mind of God. Throughout history it has been the plan of God. Into the ages to come, it will be the central theme in the praise of God. 

Chapter eight is the climactic promise for those who are now trusting fully in the work of Christ. We learn in verses 14-16 that we are the children of God. Paul picks up in verse 17 with the implications of our family connections.

In verse 17, we find that we are “joint-heirs with Christ…” With this great truth, the chapter begins to look forward. Three truths are set forth for the child of God.

I. THE ANTICIPATION IN THE CHILD OF GOD (v. 17-25)

While we are presently “heirs”, our full inheritance is something that is yet to be realized. We will leave chapter eight assured of our inheritance, but until the day when it is fully realized, there is in an anticipation that exists.

This anticipation is:


A. Exemplified in the Christ

In verse 17, Paul tells us that we are “heirs” with Christ, and that is based on the fact that “…we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.”
As believers, our lives mirror that of our Master. He suffered, and the Word of God makes it clear that we will suffer as well. 

In verse 18, the suffering is quickly outweighed by the prospect of heaven. Paul says, “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”
Is there not a parallel to verse 18 in Hebrews 12:2, where we are told that “…for the joy that was set before him…,” the Lord Jesus, “…endured the cross…”?

Again, our union with Christ is seen, as we are reminded that we suffer presently for a glory that overwhelmingly outweighs our present problems.

Notice also that, this anticipation is:


B. Extended to the creation

In a somewhat mysterious section, beginning in verse 19, the apostle explains that the creation itself (the “creature”) shares in this anticipation of the final consummation of God’s eternal plan.

In verse 20, we learn that while the earth was “made subject to vanity”, or evil, through the fall, and therefore cursed, it was not something that the whole creation did “willingly”. In other words, it was man’s sin that brought the curse upon the earth, and now (v. 21) the earth waits to “…be delivered from the bondage of corruption…”
In verse 22, Paul describes the creation’s anticipation as a “groaning”, a term that reappears several times in this chapter. He goes on to say that the whole creation “…travaileth in pain together until now.” 

J.B. Phillips’ rendering of verse 19 is particularly helpful to understanding this section. His translation reads, “…the whole creation is on tiptoe to see the wonderful sight of the sons of God coming into their own.” The reason this anticipation is extended to the creation as a whole is because one day the creation as a whole will be freed from the curse it received in the Garden through man’s fall.
Notice further that this anticipation is not only exemplified in the Christ, and extended to the creation, but it is also:


C. Experienced by the Christian

Paul begins verse 23 by adding, “And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves…” Just as the creation groans for the final consummation of God’s plan, we too, who have Him living within us, also eagerly anticipate that glorious day.

Paul says that what we are waiting for is “…the redemption of our body.” The body of sin was stripped of its power by Christ’s death (6:6). One day, the body of sin will join our souls in the wonderful work of redemption. On that day, the body of sinful flesh will be transformed into a body of supernatural glory.

In the next couple of verses (24-25), Paul explains why we groan for that which we already know by faith to be true. While we are saved completely at the moment we trust Christ, all the results of that salvation are not yet complete. That is why we, “hope for that we see not,” and do so with “patience”.

“…our full ‘salvation’ is a hope; it is bound up with a Promise not yet fulfilled; therefore, in its nature it is still unseen…But then, it is certain; it is infinitely valid; it is worth any waiting for.”

-H.C.G. Moule

As you move into verse 26, the emphasis shifts somewhat, from the future, to the present. We see then, not only, the anticipation in the child of God, but also secondly:

II. THE ASSISTANCE TO THE CHILD OF GOD (v. 26-27)

Knowing that we are not yet all that we shall be, Paul reminds us that while we groan in our present state, the Spirit assists us with our spiritual handicaps and inadequacies.

Paul has written at length in this eighth chapter regarding the Spirit’s ministry in the life of the believer. In these two verses we are taught further that His ministry is:


A. An intervening ministry

Verse 26 says, “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities…” We groan because we are not yet what we long to be. Yet the Spirit of God, our Comforter, intervenes on behalf of our weakness, and offers help where we fall short.

Moule explains our infirmities as being, “…our shortness and bewilderment of insight, our feebleness of faith.” The Spirit indwells the believer to make up for what we do not yet have.

His ministry is also:


B. An interceding ministry

Verse 26 goes on to explain that our weakness is most evident in the area of prayer, “for we know not what we should pray for as we ought…” For the weakness, the Spirit of God makes “…intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.”

In cries and sounds too high and too holy for human comprehension, the Spirit of God communicates with the Father in a ministry of intercession. Our prayer lives may always be feeble and flawed. Yet the indwelling Spirit of God never fails to make contact with the throne.


His ministry is further described here as:


C. An intelligent ministry

Verse 26 reminded us that we very often do not now what and how to pray, but in verse 27, we are told that when God hears the Spirit’s intercession from the heart of one of His children, what He hears is always “according to” His will.

With the mystery of the Trinity before us, we are told that the Spirit always intercedes for us with perfect knowledge and alignment to the will of God. 

The truth of verse 27 reminds us that when we pray, we are not pulling heaven into compliance with our will, but vice versa.

As chapter eight begins its climb toward crescendo, we find not only the anticipation in the child of God, and the assistance to the child of God, but we find also finally:

III. THE ASSURANCE FOR THE CHILD OF GOD (v. 28-39)

In the remaining verses, the Apostle Paul paints the truths of God’s immutable plan on the canvas of eternity, and offers the believer the full assurance that their union to Christ and His work is one that is infallible, indisputable, and inseparable.

He assures them regarding:


A. The sovereignty of God’s plan

Our familiarity with verse 28 is often at the cost of its context. In light of the context, verse 28 is a reminder of the unfailing, overruling plan of God. “…we know that all things work together for good…to them who are the called according to his purpose.”

It is this “purpose” that Paul elaborates upon in the following verses. We learn in verse 29, that God’s purpose involves those “…he did foreknow…” An eternal, omniscient God must be possessed with the ability to see the future as if it were the present. With this foreknowledge, seeing those that were His, we are told that concerning them, “…he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son…” Our predestination is to be like Christ.

Not only in His sovereign plan did God predestine us to be like His Son, but in verse 30, we learn that, “Moreover whom he did predestinate…,” He also “called”, “justified”, and “glorified”.

“[The words of verse 29-30] embrace eternity past, the present fleeting moments of time, and an eternity yet to come. They bring into sharp focus the whole difficult problem of divine election versus human free will, a problem for which we have no absolute answers this side of heaven.”

-John Phillips

Assurance is given here, not only regarding the sovereignty of God’s plan, but also concerning:


B. The sufficiency of God’s provision

It is in light of God’s immutable, overreaching plan, that Paul asks the question in verse 31, “…what shall we say then to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?”

There is a settling sufficiency in knowing that before the first stars were flung into orbit, God was for us, His people. This provides strength when we are opposed.

In verse 32, Paul goes on and adds that if God was willing to give up His precious Son for us, “how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”

Though we may presently suffer some minor things, in the scope of eternity, and in light of God’s sufficient provisions, these sufferings are again viewed as minor.

We are assured not only of the sovereignty of God’s plan, and the sufficiency of God’s provision, but also further, we are assured of:


C. The security of God’s people

The close of chapter eight is a grand text on the subject of the believer’s security. In these verses we learn that we are saved from accusation. Verse 33 asks, “Who shall lay anything to charge of God’s elect?” Since it was the grace of God in Christ that justified us, the accuser may point to our failures, but he’ll find none in Christ.

We are not only saved from accusation, but also from condemnation. Paul revisits the original theme of the chapter. He says in verse 34, “Who is he that condemneth?” Again, Christ’s work for us is the basis for this freedom from condemnation. We should be condemned, but in Christ we are set free from our deserved judgment.

We are also saved from separation. In the remainder of the chapter, Paul “strains against the leash of language” in an effort to find something that could separate us from “the love of Christ”. 
Paul’s final assessment is that there is nothing that “shall be able to separate us from the love of god, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”

We look forward to that day when all that Christ has purchased for us will be fulfilled in the glorification of our bodies, and the emancipation of our souls from the presence of sin.
Terry Trivette 2009


