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“Hello, My Name is Paul”

“It is the month of February, in the year of Christ 58. In a room in the house of Gaius, a wealthy Corinthian Christian, Paul the Apostle, having at his side his [scribe] Tertius, addresses himself to write to the converts of the mission at Rome.”

-The Epistle to the Romans; H.C.G. Moule

At the opening of this great epistle, the Apostle Paul takes a moment to introduce himself, and to preface the great document, that under the inspiration of the Spirit, he is going to send to the believers in Rome.

The first fifteen verses of the opening chapter serve well as a greeting, and introduction to the rest of the book.

I. THE MAN PAUL DESCRIBED

(v. 1)

As was the custom of that day, Paul begins his letter with his name. It is similar to other Pauline epistles, yet one thing must be noted. Paul had not met these people. This was a written introduction to a group of believers that Paul was not completely familiar with, and vice versa.

By examining the few words given by Paul in this opening verse, we can learn some things about the man that was writing this letter, and how he viewed himself. Notice first of all that Paul described himself as:


A. A submitted man

Verse one begins, “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ…” The Greek word translated “servant” in verse one is doulos. The word literally means “a bondservant.” It describes someone that has willingly volunteered for slavery.


B. A selected man

Paul continues in verse one by describing himself not only as a bondservant, but also one that had been “…called to be an apostle…” The office or title of “apostle” indicated someone who had physically seen the resurrected Christ, and had been personally called by Him to that position. 

The word “apostle” literally means one who is sent. This certainly applies to the Apostle Paul.

It is interesting to note that Paul did not choose this office for himself, but rather it had been chosen for Him by God. He was called to his apostleship. As the Lord Jesus said in John 15:16, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you…”

C. A separated man

Lastly, in verse one, Paul describes himself as being, “…separated unto the gospel of God.” The word “separated” in verse one literally means “to be marked off by a boundary”, or to limit something. In other words, Paul viewed his life as being limited to the gospel of God. 

He had no other purpose or aim in life apart from the gospel and its propagation. It is as if Paul was saying, “I can do nothing else but the work of the gospel. I am ‘hemmed in’ to this specific purpose.” Paul is displaying his singleness of mind and purpose. He is a jack of one trade – the preaching of the gospel.

“The word ‘separated’ is the [Greek] word aphorizo and if you look at it closely you will see that it contains our word ‘horizon.’…It would be off-horizoned…He was off-horizoned. He was separated unto the gospel of God. Henceforth his life revolved on an axis so different that it was a totally different life.”

-Romans Vol. I; Donald G. Barnhouse

II. THE MESSAGE PAUL DECLARED

(v. 2-6)

At the close of verse one, Paul mentions the gospel of God. As he enters verse two, he begins to elaborate a little on that gospel. As Moule puts it in his commentary, “Now he dilates a little in passing on this dear theme, the Gospel of God.”

There are three things that Paul describes regarding the message of the gospel. First of all, he describes it as being:

A. The message of a promise

Parenthetically in verse two, Paul says of the gospel message, “Which he had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures.” The gospel was not a new concept that had arisen in the days of Christ. The gospel was an eternal message that had first been declared with God’s promise in Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:15).

Notice also in verse two that the gospel that was promised through the prophets is found in “the Holy Scriptures.” A gospel divorced from the Word of God is no gospel at all.

B. The message of a person

Moving into verse three, Paul states that the gospel that had been declared through the prophets is, “Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord…” The gospel is a message that centers completely on the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the gospel!

In verses three and four, Paul declares that the message of the gospel which is concerned with Jesus Christ proclaims both His humanity and His deity. In verse three, Paul speaks of Christ’s humanity and says that He was, “…made of the seed of David according to the flesh.” Then in verse four, Paul deals with the other side of the Person of Christ, and speaks of His deity. He says that the Lord Jesus was, “…declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.”
The incarnation speaks of His humanity. The resurrection speaks of His deity. The gospel speaks of Him! He is the subject and substance of the gospel. It is the message of a Person! 


C. The message of a power

As Paul moves on into verse five, he begins to describe the power that the gospel, and specifically the Christ of the gospel, has upon those who believe it. He says, “By whom we have received grace and apostleship, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his name:”

The gospel of Jesus Christ has a definite impact on the lives of those who come under its power. Paul says that in it we receive grace. That enables us to have a relationship with the Father. He says we also receive apostleship. This has to do with our calling in the family of God. Those He converts He calls. Then we are also enabled to be obedient to the faith. We live the Christian life through the power we receive from Christ.

In verse six, Paul reminds the Romans that they too have been recipients of the powerful call of the gospel message. The point Paul makes is that the message of the gospel – the message he is going to expound in the following chapters – is a message of power!

III. THE MINISTRY PAUL DESIRED

(v. 7-15)

Once Paul had introduced himself, and briefly explained the message of the gospel, he then goes on to address the Romans themselves, and to describe for them the ministry that he desired to have among them.

“After almost nineteen hundred years the warm affection of this passage still breathes through it, and we can feel Paul’s great heart throbbing with love for the Church which he had never seen.”

-The Letter to the Romans; William Barclay

As we look at verses seven through fifteen, we get a glimpse of the type of ministry Paul wanted to establish and build in Rome. Notice first of all that it was a ministry:


A. Focused on people

Notice in verse seven how Paul addresses the believers in Rome. He says, “To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

While Paul had a desire for the place called Rome, his ultimate desire was for the people of Rome. He had a heart for people. Real ministry hungers for people!

In verse eight, Paul commends them for their reputation and testimony throughout the world. Paul was never afraid to correct, and always happy to commend.


B. Founded in prayer

As you move on into verse nine, Paul calls upon the witness of God to verify his earnest prayer for the people of Rome. He said that, “…without ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers.”

In verse 10, Paul further explains his prayers for them, stating that he had asked God that he might have, “…a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto you.”
Paul was a man of prayer. No doubt his success in the ministry was a direct result of his perseverance in prayer.


C. Fueled by passion

From verses 11 to 15, we are allowed a glimpse into the passion that Paul had for ministry, and specifically the ministry in Rome. In verse 11 he says, “For I long to see you…”

He was passionate to see them in order that he might help them, as he states in verses 11 and 12. In verse 13, Paul recounts how he had endeavored to come to them previously, but had yet been able to do so.

In verse 14, Paul’s passion for the world is revealed as he says, “I am a debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise.” Paul was passionate for all people, and felt that he owed all people the privilege of hearing the message of the gospel.

In verse 15, Paul’s passion is most clearly stated. He says, “So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also.” Note that phrase “I am ready”. These are the words of a man fueled by passion for the preaching of the gospel. Whether Rome, or some other distant land; Paul was ready to preach!
Terry Trivette 2009


