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Introduction to Romans

“Spirit of God, my teacher be,

Showing the things of Christ to me”

Unlike all other pieces of literature, the Word of God is a supernatural Book. Therefore, it requires supernatural enlightenment in order to understand it. Our prayer this semester is not just to learn the theological facts presented in the book of Romans, but also to have “the eyes of our understanding” opened by the Spirit of God.

1. THE SIMPLE FACTS OF THE BOOK OF ROMANS


A. The person attributed with Romans

The authorship of the book of Romans is basically beyond dispute. In the opening verse the authorship is clearly established. “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ…” 

Beyond the clear signature of Paul, we know that Paul had a great desire to both visit and minister to the church in Rome. Rome was Paul’s one of Paul’s ambitions throughout his ministry. In Acts 19:21, Paul said, “…I must also see Rome.”


B. The people addressed in Romans

Verse 7, of the opening chapter gives us the people to whom Paul was writing. It says, “To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints…” As was his custom, Paul wrote to the established church in Rome. His letter is a treatise on the gospel to those who were already familiar with the gospel.


C. The principles advanced in Romans

The book of Romans probably contains more pure doctrinal truth than any other book of the Bible. In it the apostle covers, among others, the important doctrinal truths of God, righteousness, judgment, sin, the depravity of man, atonement, justification, the Jewish people, and Christian living.

While many of the doctrines addressed in the book of Romans are repeated elsewhere in Paul’s writings and other New Testament books, it is in Romans that they are first clearly stated and explained. In Romans, Paul is not addressing particular issues within the church of Rome, but rather expounding his doctrine and faith for a group of believers he was yet to meet.

2. THE SIGNIFICANT FUNCTION OF THE BOOK OF ROMANS

The biblical and doctrinal significance of the book of Romans cannot be understated. It is the capstone of Christian doctrine. It is the Everest of the New Testament.

“This Epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament and the very purest Gospel, and is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but occupy himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. It can never be read or pondered too much, and the more it is dealt with the more precious it becomes, and the better it tastes.”

· Martin Luther

“No book or section of Scripture has played a more important part in the history of the Church and some of its most notable leaders than Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. It was through reading some verses at the end of its thirteenth chapter that the great Saint Augustine was converted…It was through being enlightened as to the real meaning of the seventeenth verse of the first chapter, with its teaching on justification by faith only, that Martin Luther was delivered from his bondage and became the leader of the Protestant Reformation. The same doctrine, as expounded by Luther, led to the conversion of John Bunyan…and so gave us The Pilgrim’s Progress and Grace Abounding. Similarly it was as he listened to a man reading from the preface of Luther’s Commentary on this Epistle that John Wesley’s heart was ‘strangely warmed’ on the evening of May 24, 1738. The same has been the testimony of countless other less well-known Christians. Surely no further reasons are necessary for a most careful study of the contents of this Epistle.”

· Martyn Lloyd-Jones

“Paul’s Epistle to the Romans is without a doubt the most profound book in the Bible…Over the years many have sought to describe this epistle, using such phrases as ‘the Cathedral of the Christian Faith,’ ‘the Constitution of Universal Christianity,’ …and ‘the most profound work in existence.’ The person who has a good grasp of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans is well on his way to be used of the Lord in grounding and growing fellow believers.”

· Lamoyne Sharpe

“The values of this Epistle can never be estimated. Its intellectual value is in the demand it makes, by reason of its form and substance, upon the thoughtful mind. Its historical value is in the light it throws upon Christianity and the world of Paul’s day. Its theological value is in the profoundness and comprehensiveness of its terms and teaching. Its spiritual value is in the revelation of the scope, secret, and strength of the Christian life. And its practical value is in the fruits of the Epistle in the believing soul, and in the Christian church.”

· Graham Scroggie

“This is St. Paul’s magnus opus. Here we see him at his greatest as a constructive thinker and theologian…For the purposes of systematic theology it is the most important book in the Bible. More than any other, it has determined the course of Christian thought.”

· Professor G.G. Findlay

“It is both the alphabet and the charter of evangelical Christianity. To master its contents is to be ‘grounded and settled’ in the faith, and to acquire a life-long enrichment.”

· J. Sidlow Baxter

“All who would exercise the ministry of a pastor, evangelist or teacher, engage in personal work or have an intelligent understanding of the work of God in a human soul must have a good grasp of Romans – the gospel according to Paul.”

· John Phillips

“For three and one half years I never took a text outside of the epistle to the Romans. I saw the church transformed; the audience filled the pews and then the galleries; and the work went on with great blessing…There is in the book of Romans that which will delight the greatest logician and hold the attention of the wisest among men, and there is that in the book of Romans that will bring the humblest soul in tears of repentance to the feet of the Savior, will give him the knowledge of the true value of his soul in the light of eternity and a true concept of the dignity of human personality when it has been lifted by the grace of God.”

· Donald G. Barnhouse

“[The book of Romans is] the profoundest piece of writing in existence.”

· Samuel Coleridge

As we begin our study of Romans, I hope you understand that you are entering into the fathoms of our faith. We tread the heights of heaven when we open this Epistle.

3. THE STRUCTURAL FORMAT OF THE BOOK OF ROMANS

While some authors differ to the basic breakdown of the book of Romans, most of the differences are small. In his excellent work, Explore the Book, J. Sidlow Baxter gives us three very simple divisions to the book of Romans that help us to understand its structural format.


A. Chapters 1-8: Doctrinal

In the first eight chapters of the epistle, Paul intricately and systematically weaves a doctrinal basis for the gospel. He shows the depravity of man’s condition, and the accountability that all men have to God. He shows the inability of man to keep the Law, and therefore the inability of the Law to save anyone. He points to faith in the atoning work of Christ as the only hope for man’s redemption and salvation.


B. Chapters 9-11: National

In the next three chapters, the apostle answers the questions of God’s relationship to Israel, and how it is affected by the gospel, and the grafting in of the Gentiles. This was and still is a critical question. How is the Abrahamic Covenant affected by the New Testament and the gospel of grace? How does the gospel apply to Israel?


C. Chapters 12-16: Practical

As was Paul’s custom, his letter to the Romans finishes with the practical applications of the gospel upon Christian living. Paul deals with the issues of right living in light of grace. Doctrine that does not result in a practical change is nothing more than dry theological teaching. Paul closes this great epistle by taking the theology he has taught in the preceding chapters, and putting into shoe leather so that it is applicable to daily life.
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