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James – Life after Faith

James 3:1

“Lessons for Teachers”
1. DON’T BE DRIVEN BY YOUR AMBITION


A. The selfish motives that sometimes drive us


B. The spiritual motives that should drive us

2. DON’T BE DEAFENED THROUGH YOUR ARROGANCE


A. There are truths for you to learn


B. There are times for you to listen

3. DON’T BE DISMISSIVE OF YOUR ACCOUNTABILITY


A. There is an increased accountability


B. There is an inevitable accountability
1. While teaching is a noble profession, it is certainly not for everybody. British actor Hugh Grant found this out shortly after he graduated from Oxford.

2. He wasn’t sure what he wanted to do, so he tried his hand at teaching, taking a job as a tutor for a young girl. He lost his patience with the girl when she refused to answer any of his questions.

3. To his embarrassment, Grant soon found out that the girl was deaf in one ear, and didn’t hear the questions he was asking her.

4. In the early church the position of teacher was a prestigious and desirable office within the church.

5. So much so, that apparently there were too many aspiring teachers, clamoring for a classroom and a crowd upon which to bestow their vast, spiritual knowledge.

6. Because of this, Brother James opens his third chapter with a warning for would-be teachers, and a lesson for the legitimate ones.

7. In verse one, James says, “My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.” The word translated “masters” literally means a teacher or instructor.

8. In most churches today, there is a shortage of willing and qualified teachers. Sadly, there are not enough people ready to use their gifts in the ministry of Christian education.

9. While the problem that James is addressing in this text may not be the issue it once was; the same attitudes and agendas that fueled the surplus of teachers in the first century still exist in the hearts of people today.

10. Regardless of whether you are a teacher or not, we can all learn something from the lessons that James gives in this text.

11. Notice these lessons with me as we seek to apply them to our lives. First of all, from this verse we draw this warning:

I. DON’T BE DRIVEN BY YOUR AMBITION

1. One translator renders the first part of verse one this way: “My brothers, do not crowd in to be teachers (Moffatt)…”

2. It would be nice to believe that all of these people crowding in and lining up to become teachers were doing so out of a sincere desire to serve the Lord.

3. It is more likely though that while there were surely some legitimate and sincere teachers, a lot of these aspiring Bible scholars were driven more by something selfish rather than spiritual.

4. If we are not careful, what we do in life, and even in service for the Lord, will be driven by greedy ambition instead of godly affection.

5. Think with me about a couple of things regarding this issue of what drives you and motivates you. First of all, think about:


A. The selfish motives that sometimes drive us

1. To understand why there were so many would-be teachers lining up and crowding into the early church, you have to consider the cultural context.

2. The first century church grew out of the first century Jewish culture. Much of the ideas and traditions of Judaism found their way into the life of the early Christians.

3. In the first-century Jewish world, almost no one was more respected and revered than the teacher, or Rabbi, as they were called.

4. The Rabbi’s followers and students would all but worship him. As one writer put it, “To be a teacher meant position, power, and prestige.”

5. It is likely that a lot of this honor and prestige carried over into the teaching role within the early church. 

6. For that reason, it would appear that a lot of these people who were trying to become teachers in the first century church were really just ambitious for the perks of being a Christian Rabbi.

7. The old Puritan preacher, Thomas Brooks said, “Ambition is a gilded misery, a secret poison, a hidden plague, the engineer of deceit, the mother of hypocrisy…[and] the moth of holiness.”

8. If we were honest, sometimes the fuel that drives us is nothing more than our own selfish ambition. Ambition among the people of God is like fire in the hayloft – it is quickly destructive.

9. In considering the matter of what drive us and motivates us, notice not only the selfish motives that sometimes drive us, but think also about:


B. The spiritual motives that should drive us

1. Again, in verse 1, James urges that there should be fewer people trying to fill the position of a teacher.

2. Aside from the fact that many of the aspiring teachers were driven by their own ambition, the fact is that a teacher (in the sense of the biblical ministry) is not something someone can merely choose to do.

3. In I Corinthians 12:28, the Apostle Paul says, “And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers…”

4. The indication is that those who serve as teachers within the church are put there by God. In other words, God calls those who are to serve as teachers.

5. Therefore, what should have motivated the teachers of the first century church, and what should still motivate all of Christ’s people today is the call and will of God for our lives.

6. We must do away with this notion that we get to choose what we want to do with our life, and then having made our choice, we can ask God to bless our efforts.

7. I remember in school taking the ASVAB test, which is the test that is supposed to help determine the right career path for you.

8. I clearly recall that I was advised to seek a career doing something with my hands – such as a mechanic. It is fortunate that God had other plans, seeing that I can’t fix a sandwich, much less a machine.

9. The truth is that the God who created you knows best what you were created for. His will should be the only motivation that drives your life.

10. There is another truth I believe we can draw from this verse dealing with teachers. First of all, don’t be driven by your ambition. Secondly, I think the lesson here is also this:

II. DON’T BE DEAFENED THROUGH YOUR ARROGANCE

1. The first century synagogues, as well as some of the early Christian assemblies were places for open discussion, where people were invited to share a word if they had one.

2. In the church at Corinth, we see how this forum had gotten out of control. Paul describes their services this way in I Corinthians 14:26: “…when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation….”

3. If that was the case with the church to whom James was writing, perhaps the abundance of teachers was the result of the fact that everybody wanted to speak, but nobody wanted to listen.

4. Some people think they know so much, that they will not listen to what anybody else may have to say. They have become deaf through their arrogance.

5. No matter how much you know, you should never graduate from being a student. Let me remind you of this with a couple of truths. First of all, no matter what you may know:


A. There are truths for you to learn

1. I imagine in the early church you had a number of self-made Bible scholars. They read all the right scrolls, and knew all the right terms and phrases, understood all the deep prophecies.

2. Their knowledge of God was so great they could probably even teach Him a thing or two about Himself.

3. Whenever they came to church, it was not to be fed or helped, but merely to critique and criticize the message that some inferior saint delivered.

4. They had plumbed the depths of biblical revelation, and they were certain that there was nothing new to be discovered, and no truth they had not already fully grasped.

5. They had a folder full of answers, and were positive that God agreed with them on every controversy and question.

6. Unfortunately, the descendants of this type of spiritual scholar are still among us today. There are still those in the church who have heard it all and know it all.

7. The truth, however, is that there are always more truths to learn. No one has ever reached the “…the breadth, and length, and depth, and height…” of the “…the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge (Eph. 3:18-19)…”

8. I promise you, man will catalogue every flake of snow in the Artic before they will even come close to learning all there is of Christ and His Word! 

9. Don’t let what you do know keep you from learning what you do not know. There are oceans of truth for you to learn!


10. I would say further, you should not become deafened through your arrogance, not only because there are truths for you to learn, but also because:


B. There are times for you listen

1. It appears that in the early church there were a lot of people who wanted to talk, which left very few people who were willing to listen.

2. James urges fewer teachers for the simple fact that without anyone to listen there can be no real teaching going on.

3. Notice that phrase in verse one, “be not many masters”. The word translated “be” is a verb that speaks of coming into a new state of being.

4. Based on this, Dr. Zodhiates suggests that there were a number of people in the early church who felt they had “reached that state of being where others ought to listen to them, [but] they had no need to listen to others.”

5. Have you ever met someone like that? Their head is so filled with knowledge that it has started to clog their ears.

6. In the first chapter, Bro. James gave the instruction, “…let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak (1:19)…”

7. No matter how much you may have to say, there are times when it is necessary and helpful for you to simply listen and learn, rather than speak and teach.

8. After 50 years in the states, Henry Kissinger’s brother, Walter, did not have the same thick, German accent as his famous brother. When asked why, Walter said, “I am the Kissinger who listens.”

9. In his lessons for teachers, James reminds us that there are times when all of us should be the Christians who listen.

10. There is one more principle we can draw from this verse dealing with teachers. The first two were these: Don’t be driven by your ambition, and don’t be deafened through your arrogance. Notice lastly this warning:

III. DON’T BE DISMISSIVE OF YOUR ACCOUNTABILITY

1. Look back at verse one, and notice the grounds upon which James discourages a multitude of teachers. He says, “My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.”

2. The word translated “condemnation” speaks of a judgment or an investigation. James is pointing teachers, as well as the would-be teachers to the prospect of judgment before God.

3. All Christian service, including that of teaching, should be done in light of the fact that there is coming a day when we will all give an account to the Lord Jesus for what we have done.

4. Whether you are a teacher or not, don’t be forgetful and dismissive of the fact that you are accountable to God for all that you do with the life He has given you.

5. Notice a couple of things of which Bro. James reminds us in this verse. First of all, he tells us that:


A. There is an increased accountability

1. James speaks to those who teach the Word of God, and includes himself saying, “…we shall receive the greater condemnation.”

2. For people like me, who teach the Bible, this is a sobering truth. My responsibility to study and to proclaim God’s truth leaves me in a position of greater accountability to God.

3. There is a sense in which I bear responsibility not just for my own life, but for the lives of those who come under my teaching.

4. What I say to them can and will affect how they view and live for God. If I am careless and casual about what I teach, I will answer to God for the result that kind of dubious doctrine caused in the lives of my hearers.

5. Likewise, those of you who are called to teach must take that call very seriously. You are going to answer to God for how you carried out that high calling.

6. I found an interesting website this week. It is ratemyteachers.com. On this site you can enter a school name, and you can look at the kind of ratings individual teachers have received from students and parents.

7. As a preacher and teacher of the Word of God, I am not so much concerned with how my hearers rate me as a teacher. 

8. The real concern for Christian teachers ought to be how Jesus Christ feels about our teaching. One day, we will give an account to Him, and will face an increased accountability because of the role we have been given.

9. As James speaks to teachers about their accountability, we see not only that there is an increased accountability, but we see further that:


B. There is an inevitable accountability

1. Some of you listening to this message have been thinking, “None of this is for me. I am not a teacher, nor do I think that God would ever call to be a teacher.”

2. While that may be true, that does not mean that this text does not apply to you. James says that teachers will incur a greater judgment, but he never says that they will incur the only judgment.

3. In fact, the Bible teaches that all Christians, regardless of their individual calling, will give an account to Christ for what they have done.

4. In II Corinthians 5:10, it says, “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.”

5. You may never teach a class or preach a sermon. However, you will one day stand before Christ and give an account for whatever it is you have done.

6. While you may not be held to the same judgment as a teacher, you will be judged! Don’t dismiss the seriousness of the account you are going to give one day!

7. Someone once asked Daniel Webster, “What is the greatest thought than can occupy a man’s mind?” His answer was, “His accountability to God.”

8. Studies done in factories have found that inevitably both the quality and the quantity of work increases when the employees know they are being observed.

9. Those who work for the King of kings should never forget that they are being observed. Every idle word and every idle deed will be brought into account one day by Him with whom we have to do.

1. Some people might interpret this warning in James 3:1 as if Bro. James was trying to run off potential teachers for the church.

2. This is certainly not the case. We need more God-called, God-equipped teachers who will study and then share the Word of God with their brothers and sisters.

3. This Scripture is not a discouragement against teaching. Rather, it is more of a challenge of our motives.

4. Whether you are a teacher or not, your service to God should not be driven by ambition, but rather by a desire to obey the will of God.

5. James reminds us that no matter how much we have heard and learned, we should always be ready to listen and learn even more.

6. These lessons for teachers are really for all of God’s people. We will all give an account to Him one day, whether we taught or not. May we all be ready when we stand before Him who has taught us all!
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