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James – Life after Faith

James 4:4-5

“Maybe Next Time You’ll Think Before You Cheat”
1. THE LANGUAGE THAT SHOULD DRAW OUR ATTENTION


A. The bond suggested by this language


B. The betrayal stated by this language

2. THE LESSON THAT SHOULD DECIDE OUR ALLEGIANCE


A. There is a stark difference in God and the world


B. There is a singular devotion to God or the world

3. THE LOVE THAT SHOULD DEVELOP OUR AFFECTION


A. The Spirit’s presence in us


B. The Spirit’s passion for us
1. A little over three months ago, there was no bigger global icon and no athlete more prominent than Tiger Woods.

2. Then on Thanksgiving weekend, Tiger crashed his car into a tree, and soon after his reputation went into the ditch. 

3. The man who cursed bogeys and conquered bunkers cannot simply putt his way out of the jam in which he finds himself, as mistress after mistress has told a tale of trysts with Tiger.

4. No matter how promiscuous our culture may be, there is still an undeniable stigma attached to the sin of adultery.

5. The scarlet letter may no longer be real, but it is just as shameful to the one on whom it is branded.

6. Bro. James will never be accused of soft-peddling or sugar-coating the truth. That is certainly demonstrated when we hear him say in James 4:4: “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God…”

7. The strong and stern warning we find at the heart of this text is one of great importance in a day when most church members feel right at home in a sin-sick world.

8. Though you may have never dreamed you would be accused of adultery; that is exactly what James does in this text.

9. When we understand what this passage is truly saying, it should give all of us a holy fear of flirting with the world when we belong to the Lord.

10. Notice with me some things that should happen to us today as we study this text. First of all, notice:

I. THE LANGUAGE THAT SHOULD DRAW OUR ATTENTION

1. Were James writing to lost people – to those who live happily in a world where sexual boundaries are almost non-existent – we might not be surprised to hear him use the terms “adulterers” and “adulteresses”.

2. However, as we have already seen, James is clearly writing to the Church of Jesus Christ – to those who claim to be Christians.

3. With that in mind, it ought to be a real eye-opener to hear James refer to believers as adulterers.

4. I want you to notice a couple of things about the language Bro. James uses here. Notice first of all:


A. The bond suggested by this language

1. In order for someone to commit adultery, they must first be married. By using to the term “adulterers” James is suggesting that believers are married.

2. From the context of this verse, it is clear that James is not talking about believer’s marriages to one another. He is inferring that a believer is in a marriage relationship with God.

3. This is not a new concept in the Bible. In the Old Testament, Jehovah spoke to the people of Israel as if they were his bride.

4. In Jeremiah 3:14, God pleads with his people saying, “Turn, O backsliding children, saith the LORD; for I am married unto you…”

5. Likewise, listen to Isaiah 54:5: “For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name…” In the New Testament, this same teaching is carried over as the Church is described as the Bride of Christ.

6. In II Corinthians 11, Paul told the believers that he had engaged them to one husband, and wanted to present them pure to Jesus Christ. In Revelation 21:9, the angel says to John, “…Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.”

7. There is no earthly relationship that better pictures the closeness, the care, and the commitment of our relationship to Jesus like the marriage bond.

8. You must not view your relationship to God casually or flippantly! If you have been saved, then there is a sense in which you are joined to Christ as closely as if you were married.

9. Former President Martin Van Buren penned an autobiography which was missing a very surprising detail about his life. He failed to mention his wife anywhere in the book.

10. The words James uses in verse 4 remind us of the bond we have our Lord. Notice not only the bond suggested by this language, but notice also:


B. The betrayal stated by this language

1. Again, writing to Christians, James uses the titles “adulterers” and “adulteresses”. Is there a greater betrayal than adultery?

2. A person stands at an altar and vows to “forsake all others” and to cleave only to their husband or wife.

3. Then, they break their vows, and give their love to someone else. It is the height of unfaithfulness!

4. Now remember that James is applying this to a believer and their relationship with God. You betray your relationship to God when you have a love affair with the things of this world.

5. Back in Jeremiah 3, we read in verse 20, “Surely as a wife treacherously departeth from her husband, so have ye dealt treacherously with me, O house of Israel, saith the LORD.”

6. Is that how you view sin in your life? When you mess around with the things of this world, do you consider that you are cheating on God? That is how God views it.

7. One writer put it this way, “…when we violate our vows to God, we are not just sinning against law, but against love. It is one thing to break the law and another to the break the heart of someone who loves you.”

8. So often we look at our sin lightly and loosely. However, wrapping an arsenic pill in a candy wrapper doesn’t make it sweet. 

9. James uses the language of adultery, and it ought to get our attention. Notice a thing that should happen to us as we read through this text. Notice not only the language that should draw our attention, but notice also further:

II. THE LESSON THAT SHOULD DECIDE OUR ALLEGIANCE

1. Sometimes we will talk about “grey areas”, and discuss things as if they are neither right nor wrong, but somewhere in between the two.

2. James does not paint anything grey. Black and white are his colors of choice. That is certainly the case with verse 4. 

3. James says, “…know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.”

4. God and the world have no mutual friends. You can’t love Him and love that which is opposed to Him at the same time.

5. With that in mind, somewhere, those who belong to Christ must decide their total allegiance and devotion to Him. Notice a couple of things about this truth in verse 4. First of all, think about the fact that:


A. There is a stark difference in God and the world

1. James paints God and the world as being polar opposites – enemy forces – if you will.

2. To see how stark this difference is, we have to understand that word “world”. It is common word in the Scriptures, and it is translated from the word that gives us English word “cosmos”.

3. It is not the natural world, in the sense of grass, trees, oceans, and rivers. God created that and called it good. 

4. Nor is it the human world, in this sense of the people who inhabit this planet. God loves those people so much that He gave His only Son to die on their behalf.

5. The “world” to which James refers in verse 4 is the worldly system that was created and is controlled by the powers of darkness and by the ruler of this age – the devil.

6. Think of everything in society that is contrary and counter to God, His will, and His Word. Think of everything in this world that is sinful, sensual, and selfish.

7. Another definition says that the “world” here, “…represents the whole mixture of role models, heroes, slogans, obsessions, and fads that make up the contemporary scene minus God’s will.”

8. This world system is what makes a hit out of Desperate Housewives, and a hero out of Hugh Hefner. It glorifies drunkenness and calls it a party, and magnifies pleasure by making it a priority.

9. Do you see why this “world” is so opposite of God? It is the darkness against His light. It is the perversion against His purity.

10. Notice not only that there is a stark difference in God and the world, but notice also that James is pointing to the fact that:


B. There is a singular devotion to God or the world

1. This is the overall point James is making in this verse. Because God and the world are so opposite of one another, you cannot possibly be a follower of both.

2. You can’t be a practical polygamist, and marry both Jesus and the sin that put Him on the cross! You will either be devoted to one or the other.

3. That is why James says, “…whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.” The idea is of someone who chooses to be a friend of the world.

4. It is important that we recognize this as a decision we each must make! You can’t play for both teams. You can’t fight for both armies.

5. You will either be a friend of God and an enemy of this evil world, or you will be a friend of this world and an enemy of God.

6. We must be singularly devoted to one or the other. As Joshua put it, “…choose you this day whom ye will serve (Joshua 24:15)…”

7. He wore the uniform of the United States Army. He swore to protect this nation, and yet on November 5, 2009, Major Nidal Hasan opened fire at Fort Hood, killing 13 Americans, and wounding 30 more.

8. Is there any question whose side Major Hasan was on? He considered his assault an act of Jihad, war against the enemies of Islam.

9. There should be no question which side we are on. We must decide our allegiance to God. 

10. There is a third thing that should happen as we study this text. Notice not only the language that should draw our attention, and the lesson that should decide our allegiance, but notice also lastly:

III. THE LOVE THAT SHOULD DEVELOP OUR AFFECTION

1. Look with me at verse 5. It says, “Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?”

2. I must confess, I don’t know of a more difficult verse in the New Testament to translate and interpret. One ancient translator said, “There are wagonloads of interpretations of this text.”

3. That is an exaggeration, but suffice it to say that there are different opinions about what James is actually saying in this verse. 

4. With that being said, I believe (as many do) that the word “spirit” in verse 5 refers to the Holy Spirit. 

5. Based upon that, this verse points us to the ministry of the Spirit of God, and how His work in us should have an impact on how we treat our Lord.

6. Notice a couple of truths about the love of the Spirit for us, and how it should develop our love for God. First of all, James points us to:


A. The Spirit’s presence in us

1. In verse 5, James talks about the “spirit that dwelleth in us”. One writer translates that phrase this way: “…The Spirit who has been caused to make His permanent home in us…”

2. We are reminded here of Paul’s question in I Corinthians 6:19, “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you…”

3. One of the most amazing truths about being a Christian is that once we are saved, the Holy Ghost of God, the third person of Trinity, the Spirit of Christ comes to live inside our bodies.

4. We are literally walking Temples. God Himself resides in our bodies. Our hearts are His home!

5. That fact alone should be enough to convict us of fooling around with the world! Wherever we go, God goes with us!

6. Whatever we see, God sees. Whatever we say, God hears. Whatever we do God watches from the front row of our life.

7. As a child, I learned a little song that said:

Oh be careful little feet where you go,

Oh be careful little feet where you go,

For the Father up above is looking down in love,

Oh be careful little feet where you go.

8. If you are truly a child of God, the Father watches your life, not from above, but from within! He is living inside of us through the Holy Spirit.

9. James points us not only to the Spirit’s presence in us, but also to:


B. The Spirit’s passion for us

1. Understanding that James is talking about the Holy Spirit in verse 5, notice what he says about Him.

2. James says that the Scriptures teach that the Spirit within us “…lusteth to envy”. That initially sounds strange, until you understand the words James is using.

3. That word “lusteth” literally means a strong desire for something. It does not necessarily refer to the desire for something wrong.

4. Think about this! The Holy Spirit has a deep desire for you! He wants your time, your attention, your love, and your affection!

5. He is not a prison guard sent from God to ruin your life. He is your closest Friend, and loves you more than you could ever know.

6. Notice also that the Spirit is said to “envy”. That word is use describe someone who becomes jealous over someone else. 

7. This is exactly how God is described in the Old Testament. Exodus 34:14 says, “For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:”

8. We often think of jealousy as a bad thing, but anyone who truly loves someone else will be jealous over them. Pure jealousy is not about selfishness; it is about love.

9. Now think about this with me. The Spirit of God lives within you, and loves you with a deep and passionate love. He desires you and wants you completely to Himself.

10. When we cheat on Him with the world, we stir up jealousy in His heart, and we provoke Him to fight for us and defend us.

11. Though it is an imperfect illustration, imagine how you would feel if you saw your spouse flirting and courting someone else.

12. Imagine the emotions and the feelings you would feel. In some ways, that is how God the Holy Spirit feels when we cheat on Him with the world.

13. Knowing He feels that strongly for us, does it not stir your heart to feel strongly for Him as well?

1. When you take in all that James is saying in this text, you begin to understand how serious it is for us to flirt with the world.

2. This evil world is the enemy of God, and to love it is to hate Him. Living for this world is nothing short of adultery for the person who has been saved.

3. Understanding these truths ought to put an immediate stop to any “affairs” we might have with this sin-sick world.

4. Recognizing how deeply you hurt the Spirit of God with your unfaithfulness, maybe next time you’ll think before you cheat.
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