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Ordination Service
Acts 5:20

“Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.”

1. THE PREACHER’S ASSIGNMENT


A. To stand


B. To speak

2. THE PREACHER’S AUDIENCE


A. There is a heavenly audience


B. There is a human audience

3. THE PREACHER’S ANNOUNCEMENT


A. Has a divine source


B. Has a divine subject
1. In the early 1940’s, the Scottish preacher, James S. Stewart delivered a series of lectures on preaching to the students at the Universities of Edinburgh and St. Andrews. In his opening lecture, he said this about the need of preaching and preachers in his day:

“Surely in this immensely critical hour, when millions of human hearts are besieged by fierce perplexities; when so many established landmarks of the spirit are gone…the Church needs men who, knowing the world around them, and knowing the Christ above them and within, will set the trumpet of the Gospel to their lips, and proclaim His sovereignty and all-sufficiency.”

2. If the need for preachers of the gospel was great in the 1940’s, could there be any dispute that the need is compounded in our day?

3. It is for that reason that I count it such an honor to speak at this ordination, and to issue a charge to my friend, and co-laborer in the work of the gospel.

4. Not long after I answered the Lord’s call on my life, I adopted Acts 5:20 as my life verse. I want to take that verse as my text today, and I want to draw from it three truths with regard to the preacher and his task.

5. First of all, in this brief text, we have a truth regarding:

I. THE PREACHER’S ASSIGNMENT

1. The ministry of preaching is not a vocation to be chosen by a man who is merely seeking a way to be gainfully employed. Preaching is not a career; it is a call.

2. Those who have the privilege of opening the Word of God to the people of God should do so because they have been divinely compelled and commissioned to preach.

3. The preacher is on assignment from God. He has been given a task by His Lord, and when he preaches he does it in obedience to the call of God upon his life.

4. In Acts 5, the angel opened the prison doors, and set the apostles free with an assignment. The angel said, “Go, stand and speak…” With these words we are reminded of the preacher’s assignment. It is first of all:

A. To stand

1. In verse 20, when the angel of the Lord told the apostles to “stand” he was obviously referring to their physical posture. They were to stand in the Temple, in distinction from the rabbis that sat as they taught.

2. However, there is more to that word “stand” than just a physical posture. The apostles were to stand in a figurative sense against the enemies of the gospel.

3. Likewise, God calls his preachers, not to bow to the pressures of modern philosophy and fads, but rather to stand in defense of the truth of His Word.

4. Many in the ministry today have sacrificed truth on the altar of pragmatism. That is, they have compromised the “faith…once delivered to the saints”, for the sake of bigger crowds and secular popularity.

5. I challenge you, my brother, in the words of the Apostle Jude, “…earnestly contend for the faith…”

5. The great Charles Spurgeon once said, “Do our enemies ask us to lay down our swords, and cease to fight for the old faith? Like the Greeks said to Xerxes, we answer, ‘Come and take them.’…If we are to die, we will die fighting.”

6. The preacher’s assignment is to stand. Notice also that the preacher’s assignment is:


B. To speak

1. The word translated “speak” in verse 20, is laleo, and it is a synonym for the word that Paul uses in II Timothy 4:2, where he commands young Timothy to, “Preach the word…” 

2. The word used there is kerusso, and it is a word that describes the work of the ancient public herald, or town crier. He would lift his voice and proclaim and declare a message on behalf of the king.

3. One of the great tragedies of our day is that the act of preaching is being replaced by all sorts of other types of communication. In many churches, dance and drama, music, movies, and media are taking the place of a man who speaks on behalf of God and His Word.

4. In his book called Famine in the Land, Stephen J. Lawson writes and says that in our day, “…exposition is being replaced with entertainment, preaching with performances, doctrine with drama, and theology with theatrics.”

5. The God-called preacher is not an actor, a singer, or an entertainer. The God-called preacher is a man on a mission. His assignment is from heaven, and it is as the angel said, to stand and speak. 

6. His voice is his instrument and his words are his tools and his weapons. Week after week he studies and prays hours upon end for that small half-hour or so when he will take the book of God and stand and speak on behalf of God.

7. That is the preacher’s assignment. Notice a second truth we draw from this text. Notice not only the preacher’s assignment, but notice also further:

II. THE PREACHER’S AUDIENCE

1. Look again at the angel’s words in our text. He opened the prison doors and said to the apostles, “Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people…”

2. The assignment came with further instructions. The apostles were not only told what to do, but also where to do it. We can draw some insight from this verse about to whom and for whom the preacher is to preach.

3. Preaching is an act that requires an audience, and it is good for any preacher to recognize who is audience is.

4. Notice first of all that:


A. There is a heavenly audience

1. In verse 20, the angel instructed the apostles to preach “in the temple.” For the Jew, the Temple represented the place where the presence of God dwelt. To preach in the temple, therefore, was to preach in the very presence of the God for whom you were speaking.

2. While preaching is certainly not limited to a Temple or a building of any kind, all preaching does in fact take place in the very presence of God. Each time the preacher stands and proclaims the Word of God, the God of the Word is listening.

3. In I Corinthians 10:31 it says, “…whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” That is no less true of preaching as it is of any other of life’s endeavors.

4. The preacher preaches to a heavenly audience. Whether his church is large or small, a mega-church, or a house-church, the very God of heaven is witness to his words.

5. For that reason, the preacher should not first seek to please His members, but His Master. He seeks not the compliments of men with itching ears, but rather the commendation of a God with holy ears.

6. Regardless of who else might be listening, the preacher must remember that God never misses a sermon. When we preach, there is a heavenly audience. 

7. As we look again at the angel’s words, we see not only that there is a heavenly audience, but we see also that:


B. There is a human audience

1. The angel instructed in verse 20, “Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people…” The apostles were sent to preach to the people of their day.

2. Phillips Brooks defined preaching as “…the communication of truth by man to men.”
 He is right, for though preaching is a spiritual act, it involves a human speaker and a human audience.

3. Wherever the preacher stands, he speaks to a human audience. Among that audience, there are sinful people. Each and every time the preacher stands, he must be mindful that there are those listening who are dead in the trespasses and sins. 

4. The preacher must declare the righteous judgment of God upon the sinful. He must point those sinful people in his audience to Jesus Christ as the only hope for their souls.

5. In that human audience, there are not only sinful people, but there are also saved people. Jesus instructed Simon Peter to “feed my sheep”. The preacher has an obligation not just to evangelize the sinner, but to edify the saint as well.

6. In the human audience there are not only sinful people, and saved people, but there is always, as well, suffering people.

7. The preacher must always remember that the people to whom he is speaking are hurting people. Sinners, saints, and sufferers all, will gather to hear what “thus saith the Lord.”

8. The preacher’s audience includes little ones who are just starting their life’s journey, and the seniors who are watching the sun set. All who come to hear, regardless of age, race, or class are the people to whom the preacher is sent. 

9. In this verse, we find a third and final truth. We see here, not only the preacher’s assignment, and the preacher’s audience, but we find also thirdly:

III. THE PREACHER’S ANNOUNCEMENT

1. If the preacher is the King’s herald, as the word indicates, then what is it exactly that he is to announce?

2. Look again at verse 20. It says, “Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.” Mark that phrase “all the words of this life.”

3. In that simple phrase, the message of the preacher is summarized. The preacher is the herald of King Jesus, and he announces all the words of this life. 

4. Notice a couple of the things with me about this announcement. Notice first of all that this announcement:


A. Has a divine source

1. The angel instructed the apostles to preach “the words of this life.” To what “words” was the angel referring? Not doubt, it was the words of God. It was the words of the Lord Jesus, and His gospel.

2. Again, in II Timothy 2:4, Paul told the young preacher, “Preach the word…” The preacher’s message is not his own. His message comes from the divine Word of God.

3. On February 21, 1864, the British preacher, H. P. Liddon spoke at an ordination service. His text was Acts 20:27, where the Apostle Paul said, “For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.”

4. Commenting on that text, Liddon said, “It was God’s word, not man’s; it was neither the result of thoughtful speculation, nor yet an approximate guess, nor yet a cunningly devised fable.”

5. I challenge you, dear brother, when the question arises in your heart, “What shall I preach,” do not offer your speculations, guesses, or theological musings. Preach the Word of God.

6. Though the preacher is a human agent, he does not have a human announcement. Our message has a divine source. It is the holy, inspired, infallible, inerrant, immutable, indestructible Word of the living God!!

7. The preacher’s announcement not only has a divine source, but notice also that it:


B. Has a divine subject

1. Again, in verse 20, the angel said, “Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.” Now, the question could be asked, “To which life is the angel referring?”

2. Well, if it were this earthly life, then it would not be necessary for a preacher to declare the words of the life this world offers. Obviously, the angel was instructing the apostle to proclaim the words of the Christ life – the spiritual life.

3. In an age where many so-called preachers are preaching about how to relieve stress, build your business, get along with your mother-in-law, organize your i-pod, and grow greener grass, it is imperative that God’s men stand up and stick to the words of this life.

4. People don’t need motivational speakers, life-coaches, or pseudo-psychologists. They need Spirit-anointed preachers who will stand and declare to them what God demands from them, and how through the power of Christ it all can be accomplished.

5. I would say to you, my friend, you are not a politician, a financial advisor, a social commentator, or a Christian counselor. Let others handle those peripheral things.

6. Keep your mind focused on the Word of God, your eyes on fixed on the Son of God, and your heart filled with the Spirit of God, and then stand up and preach, to anyone who will listen, the truth of what it means to follow Christ, and to live the life of submission and service that He demands! That is your divine subject! That is your announcement!

1. Not long before he died, someone sat down and interviewed the late Dr. Adrian Rogers, and asked him some questions about his philosophy of preaching and ministry. 

2. One of the questions that was posed to Dr. Rogers was, “Does preaching have a future?” Dr. Rogers responded by saying, “I am convinced that there has never been a greater date, a greater age, a greater time to preach the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ.”

3. He went on to say, “Let the man of God and the Spirit of God with the Word of God preach the Christ of God, and the gospel of Jesus Christ will go through the gates of hell like a white-hot cannonball through a crate of eggs.”

4. I believe the future of preaching is bright, because I believe that God is still opening the doors and speaking to young men and saying, “Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.”
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