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Romans 1:1

“Writing Your Own Introduction”
1. WHO ARE YOU?


A. There is a soul described by a name


B. There is a story declared by a name

2. WHAT ARE YOU?


A. Your connection to Christ


B. Your calling in Christ

3. WHERE ARE YOU?

A. In relation to the world


B. In response to the Word
1. If in the year 57 AD there had been a CNN or a Fox News, their 24-hour coverage would likely have been dominated by the many sins and scandals, crimes and corruptions of Rome’s emperor, Nero.

2. He was a brutal man, who murdered most of his closest family, and lived a life so filled with vice he makes the worst of our modern politicians look like saints.

3. While the attention of much of the Roman Empire at that time was focused on the nonsense of Nero, only a handful of people knew anything about a middle-aged, converted Jew who sent a letter from the city of Corinth to the capital city of Rome.

4. Today much has changed. Few people even know Nero’s name, but billions of people have read that letter, and know its author like a personal friend.

5. When the Apostle Paul began to dictate what we now know as the Book of Romans, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he created one of the most significant documents in history, and a treasure to the church of the Lord Jesus.

6. In the opening verse, Paul did what we normally do at the end of a letter; he identified himself as the writer. He had never been to Rome, or seen the young church there, so he introduced himself to them.

7. He simply said, “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God.”

8. If it were you, and you were about to write something as important and influential as the epistle of Romans, how would you introduce yourself?

9. I submit to you that if you have been born again by the grace of God, believing the gospel of Jesus Christ, you could say much of the same things the great Apostle Paul did in this opening verse.

10. I want to take his words in this text, and from them ask you three questions that I believe will help you to write your own introduction, one that I pray will be very much like our brother Paul’s. 

The first question is this:

I. WHO ARE YOU?

1. In the first century, when writing a letter, unlike in our day, the custom was for the author to begin the letter with their name, so the readers would know immediately who was writing.

2. This is why the Epistle to the Romans begins with the name “Paul”. He introduced himself firstly through his personal name.

3. Though not as unique as our fingerprints, or our DNA, the first level of identification for each of us is our name. Terry is the title that describes who I am.

4. In Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, it is Juliet who utters the famous line, “What’s in a name? That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet.”

5. The answer to Juliet’s question, “What’s in a name,” is that there is much in a name. Think about Paul’s name and your name as well, and consider the fact that:


A. There is a soul described by a name

1. When Paul gives us his name in verse 1, he is using the title that refers to all he is as a person.

2. Likewise, your name does not just describe a part of you - say for instance, your body. It includes that, but it is much more than that.

3. Your name is the title that refers to you as a person, which means your body as well as your personality – that part of you that makes you who you really are.

4. When I think of my wife’s name, I don’t just think of what she looks like, I think of who she is – the soul inside of her that I know by the name Angel.

5. The truth is; God knew that part of you and me – our souls – long before anyone ever called us by name. Before I was Terry, God knew who Terry would be.

6. God said to the prophet Jeremiah, “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations (Jeremiah 1:5).”

7. It is interesting to notice how the popularity and usage of different names changes with time. In 2009, the most popular baby name for a boy was “Aiden”, and for baby girls it was “Amelia”.

8. Regardless of which name parents choose for their children, that name will represent more than just a baby or a body. It will be the title of a soul created and formed by God.

9. Notice something else that is involved in a name, including yours. Notice not only that there is a soul described by a name, but notice also further that:


B. There is a story declared by a name

1. If you know much at all about the Bible and Christianity, then the name at the beginning of verse 1 carries with it great meaning.

2. When we see that name “Paul,” we instantly connect it to the Biblical story of the man originally known as Saul of Tarsus.

3. We know from the book of Acts, and from his own testimony, that Paul used to be a persecutor of the church, and a hater of the gospel it proclaimed.

4. We also know that by the time he put his name at the beginning of the book of Romans, Jesus Christ had dramatically and dynamically changed the life of the man named Paul.

5. Paul is much more than just a name; it is a story. In much the same way, there is a story attached to your name as well.

6. It may not be as remarkable and memorable as the Apostle Paul’s, but you have a story as well. If you are a Christian, your story, like Paul’s, involves a transformation by the resurrected Jesus Christ.

7. When someone asks, “Who are you,” you are not just Joe or George, Sandy or Shelly. You are Joe, the man saved by the power of Christ; Shelly, the girl who met Jesus.

8. When people hear your name called, and think about your story, do they think about the impact Christ has had upon you? They should.

9. I remember reading about an old, homeless, alcoholic that everyone in town just called Old Bill. One night Old Bill happened to stumble into a mission where the gospel was being preached. 

10. He believed the gospel, and was powerfully saved by the Lord Jesus. The change was so drastic in his life, that the people in town started referring to him as New Bill.

11. Who are you? Paul gives us his name in Romans 1:1, and reminds us of all our name signifies and says. 

12. Consider a second question we draw from his introduction. Think about not only who are you? but consider also this:

II. WHAT ARE YOU?

1. Look again at verse 1. Paul continues his introduction, and says, “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle…”

2. Paul gave his name to describe who he was. He also introduced himself to his readers by briefly describing what he was.

3. In the original language, Paul used only 5 words to describe what he was. How would you describe yourself in only 5 words?

4. No doubt, some of you would refer to your role as a parent. Some of you would say something about your career. Some might describe themselves in terms of where they live.

5. With the 5 words he used, Paul points us to the truth that knowing Jesus is the single most defining aspect of a person’s life.

6. Look at what Paul says, and think about this with me. In answer to the question “what are you?”, consider:


A. Your connection to Christ

1. Paul calls himself “a servant of Christ”. Mark that word “servant”. We need to be clear about what Paul means by this.

2. When we hear “servant”, we think of an employee; someone like a butler, or a waiter. That is not what Paul was talking about.

3. The word he used for “servant” is a word that refers to a bond-slave. It describes a person who willingly lives as a slave to his master.

4. Paul said, “I am the willing slave of Christ.” Certainly, Paul’s connection to Christ was more than just that of a slave and a master, but it was not anything less than that.

5. If someone were to ask you about your relationship to Jesus, could you honestly tell them that you were His slave?

6. On numerous occasions Jesus talked about the man who would “lose his life for my sake (Mt. 16:25).” He was referring to those who would willingly give up their freedom to follow Him.

7. Unfortunately, the only thing many professing Christians give up for Jesus is an hour or two on Sundays.

8. However, the reality is that whatever else your connection and relationship to Jesus may be, if it is anything less than that of a willing slave, it is less than He demands and deserves.

9. No more than a wife wants a partially devoted husband does Jesus want a partially obedient disciple. “Willing slave of Jesus” should be the way you describe what you are.

10. In answering the question “what are you?”, think not only about your connection to Christ, but consider also:


B. Your calling in Christ

1. In describing what he was, Paul not only said that he was “a servant of Jesus Christ,” but he goes on to say in verse 1, that he was “…called to be an apostle…”
2. The word “apostle” simply means “a sent one”. It refers to an office held by some in first century church. 

3. By saying that he had been “called” to be an apostle, Paul pointed out that this was not something he had chosen for himself, but something rather that God had given to him. 

4. Apostle was the particular assignment that God had given to the man Paul. It was his calling in Christ.

5. The Word of God teaches us that apostles are not the only ones who are called by God to a particular assignment. II Timothy 1:9 says that God, “hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling…”

6. Every believer has a “calling” of God upon their life. The call of God is not just for preachers and missionaries; it is for plumbers and mechanics as well.

7. With that being said, what is your calling? What is the assignment Christ has given to you? If you don’t know, maybe you should ask Him.

8. For me, my job and my calling happen to be the same thing. For you, it is likely that is not the case. Your job is what you do, your calling is what you are.

9. In his new book, Pastor David Platt tells about a man from his church in Birmingham, AL. His name is Jeff, and he is a successful business man who by his own admission pays more in taxes than he ever thought he would make.

10. Several years ago, he went on a mission trip to Honduras, and there, standing in a garbage dump where children were scouring for food, Jeff says God spoke to him and asked him, “What are you going to do with what I have given you?”

11. David Platt goes on in the book to tell how Jeff is still running his successful business, but he and other men from his church have started a ministry that provides clean water to impoverished countries. 

12. Jeff’s job is as a businessman. His calling is to use his job to help get water to thirsty souls. What about you? What is your calling in Christ? The truth is; whatever your calling is, that is what you really are.

13. Notice a third question we draw from Paul’s introduction. Consider not only the questions who are you? and what are you?, but think with me further about this question:

III. WHERE ARE YOU?

1. Look again at Paul’s introduction in verse 1. He says, “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God.”

2. If the name “Paul” is his identification, and “servant” and “apostle” are his vocation, then the phrase “separated unto the gospel of God” reveals his location.

3. By location, I mean his location in life. If someone had asked, “Paul, where are you in your life?” He would have answered, “I am separated unto the gospel of God.”

4. What about you? Where are you in life? Think about what the Apostle Paul said in verse 1, and answer the question “where are you?” with regard to a couple of things. First of all, consider where you are:


A. In relation to the world

1. Paul said that he was “…separated unto the gospel of God.” I want you to take notice of that word “separated”.

2. It seems that in Christian circles today, the word “separated” is either a forgotten word, or an abused one.

3. Whatever it may mean today, what is important is what Paul means by it here in the Word of God. 

4. The great, old preacher, Donald Barnhouse, who preached for 3 ½ years from nothing but the book of Romans, offers a great definition of this word.

5. He points out that the word translated “separated” in verse 1 is very similar to our English word “horizon”. It has a prefix before it that would make it “off-horizon”.

6. What Paul was saying was that he was off-horizon from the world around him. God had called him away from the normal way that people around him lived, and had put his eyes on a new horizon.

7. In Colossians 3:2, Paul urges us to see this new horizon. He says, “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.”

8. Let me ask you the question again. Where are you in relation to this world? Are you living on the same plane, and the same level as those who are lost around you?

9. Or, has God called you out of the darkness, into the light, and separated you from the petty, passing things of this world?

10. Consider the question, “where are you?” not only in relation to the world, but also:


B. In response to the Word

1. Paul does not simply assert that he is separated from something, but he says that he separated to something.

2. Look at it again in verse 1. He says that he is, “…separated unto the gospel of God.”

3. In other words, the gospel of God, the message of Jesus and His salvation, was the one thing to which Paul’s life was completely devoted.

4. He had believed the gospel on the Damascus road, but his response to that Word from God didn’t stop that day.

5. No, Paul had not merely said a prayer, signed a card, and shook a hand. No, the message of the gospel had become the one, overruling, all-consuming truth of his life.

6. You say, “Yeah, but he was the Apostle Paul. I’m just a regular, old Christian.” Do you really think the gospel is to be any less compelling and consuming for you?


7. Yes, God gave Paul a unique ministry, but it was a ministry involving the same gospel that you and I have been called to share with everyone we possibly can.

8. I read about a man named Robert Shockey who doesn’t believe there is any such thing as a chance encounter. Every time he meets someone he sees it as a opening for the gospel.

9. For instance, when someone calls him and says, “Sorry, I must have the wrong number,” Robert says, “Maybe not!” Usually there is a pause, and then he takes the opportunity to point them to Christ.

10. Let me ask you, could you say with Paul that you have been separated unto the gospel of God? Is it the all-consuming truth of your life? Shouldn’t it be?

1. The missionary Hudson Taylor was scheduled to speak at a large church in Melbourne, Australia. Before he came to the platform, the pastor of the church stood and spoke of him with glowing and eloquent praise.

2. He finally introduced him to the congregation as “our illustrious guest.” Taylor came to the platform, paused for a moment, and then said, “I am the little servant of an illustrious Master.”

3. Paul could have opened the Book of Romans by saying a lot of things about himself. He chose to say this: “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God.”

4. I am no Apostle Paul and neither are any of you. Nevertheless, would to God we could all introduce ourselves with the same confession and convictions that he did.
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